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ne nead of religious jurists and theological authority, leader of 
the Shi'ites, pivot of religious law, exalted leader and religious 
eminence at the apex of the 14th century A.H. yy. Nov 1882-1 Dec 78 |, 
eayetollah and great scholar, named Masih son of Mariyam, Hajji Aga 
Puhollah al-Musavi--may his noble life be long--son of Martyr 
‘iojjatoleslam Aqa Seyyed Mostafa Khomeyni, was born in the town of 
Khomeyn on 20 Jamadi-alsavi [25 Aug], the anniversary of the blessed 
birth of the Lady of Two Worlds (peace be upon her), the dear part of 
the neart of the Messenger of God (peace be upon him), Fatemeh Zahra, 
in 1320 A.H. [1902]. Because of this, one of the friends of the 
Propnet's family and a self-sacrificing devotee of his highness has 


‘in om nosed: 


[wo glorious birthdays have coincided 

And ..e world is drowned in joy as a result of this incident: 

The tirthday of the Chastity of Truth and that of the Spirit [ Ruh ] of 
Truth 

That is, Bhasaus ined, " the beloved sign of the Almighty. 

By this auspicious mother and her brave son 

rid religion, and justice are honored, 

S nother, this free spirited, brave son 

Dees not compromise with tyrany and injustice. 

May Khomeyni'ts name live forever on the Tablet of Time 

Vay the manifestation of this love remain forever. 


Le “$8 


The instructive biography and constructive life history of this 
senious of the times, in his courage, bravery, and struggle against 
the unjust and the tyrants, deserves several volumes; and, thusfar, 
some books devoted to the life history of Imam Khomeyni have been 
written and published. 


‘his humble servant, about 30 years ago, had also written briefly on 
i. in Vol 2 of "Asarolhnojjah" and, 10 years ago, in Vol 2 of 


"Ganjineh-ye Daneshmandan"; but, the Editing Office of Culture and 
rts of tne vile SAVAK arrested me with the book, The life history 
of the imam had been prepared and printed in only a few pages; but 


after six months, the book was released excluding the imam's life 











history. However, this writer replaced it on p 192 with the unique 
vernal ode of his eminence on the joyous birthday of the Proof of 
God in Two Worlds, Hojjat ebn al-Hasan al-Mehdi--may my soul be sac- 
rificed for him--found on pp 92-95 of Vol 2 of "Asarolhoj jah"and 
mentioned some of his nonor's valuable writings. I promised in that 
book that--God willing--I would make up for it at a proper time. 


\n Vol 5 of "Ganjineh," because of the oppressive times, I mentioned in 
only a few lines the name and surname of his brave son, Abu Ahmad 
al-Musavi al-Mostafavi, on p 42. 


But--by the grace of Cod--at this time, with the high initiative of 
the imam, the constant struggle of the nation, and the efforts of the 
sources of emulation, after sacrificing tens of thousands of fighting 
Moslem and even non-Moslem youths for freedom and independence, the 
hated, tyrannical, and dictatorial regime and the era of stifling 
Oppression has ended, and the pen and propagation have become free; 
and in the bosom of the downtrodden people, it has become appropriate 


for me to keep my promise in this (8th) volume, 


Then, I was faced with the problem of not wanting to repeat what has 
already been said about the biography and life history of his emi- 
nence, although it is not considered unuseful by some (that he was 
born on such-and-such a day of such-and-such a year, was reared in 
the pious household of Ayatollah Seyyed Mostafa Musavi Khomeyni, lost 
his father early in life, went to Arak in 1339 A.H. [15 Sep 20- 

3 Sep 21] at the age of i9 after the Qom Theological Center was 
eetebiiaed by Grand Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohamnad Abdolkarim 
Hayeri-Yazdi with the assistance of the late crusading Ayatollah Haj; 
Sheykh Mohammad Tagi Bafeqi, he migrated to Qom and seriously began 
his studies witn extraordinary intellect and unmatched talent and 
creativity, was promoted to the high degrees of theology and reli- 
scious jurisprudence with the teachings of Grand Ayatollah Mirza 
Mohammad 'Ali Shahabadi, Ayatollah Yasrebi, and especially Ayatollah 
Hayeri-Yazdi; after the death of the master, he bagan general and 
in-depth teaching of the contemplative sciences--versification, 
books, similies, and abstraction--and traditional sciences--jurispru- 
dence and principles--and trained learned, famous apprentices for the 
theological schools of Iran and Iraq); but, since others have writ- 
ten on the subject, as I myself did in 1370 A.H. [13 Oct 50-1 Oct 51], 
IT will not repeat it here. On other topics, too, I have seen (as in 
the previous case) that contemporary writers have, as I mentioned, 
written on the biography and life history of the imam and have, to a 
certain extent, done their duty. I wanted not to deal with him, but 
IT realiz_d that this would be impossible for me for two reasons. 
First, Il am indebted to his honor and I must repay him in part by 
writing here about the person of his eminence, from the standpoint 
of the Koran and the religious leaders. 














Second, I nave promised in"Ganjineh" to make up for what had been 
lost in the past, at the earliest opportunity. if I should pass 
this by merely because others have written extensively, I would be 
condemned and regarded inexcusable by my own conscience and by the 
scholars, 


Hence, in order not to repeat, I decided to do an analytical study 
of the person and the movement of his honor from the standpoint of 
the Koran and the predictions of the religious leaders who are 
upricht in their knowledge and know of the events and incidents of 
the world through the Hidden Imam, 


is not unknown to those with foresight that the most important 
tring that advanced his honor's becoming known in the East and in 

the West as the sreat spokesman, leader of Moslems, and the symbol of 
the clercy was his uprising and movement, which he has had in mind 

si nce his youth and which he sometimes has spoken of in private and 
public gatherings to Grand Ayatollahs Hayeri and Borujerdi and others, 
le invited them to rise up against imperialism, autocrats, the dic- 
tatciial regime, and the tyrannical government. 


Ea 


so, he sometimes directly or in response to some friends wrote and 
nenly criticised the government and the ruling group, mentioned the 
minnie and corruption of the illegitimate, vile, and infamous 
rule of the "Pahlavi'' family and warned of the dangers of their 
sinister plans against Islam, 


O 


AYATOLLAH TALEQANT 


A bulldozer and a few construction workers are able to demolish a 
building. A few serious human beings are able to uproot a structure, 
But, construction requires time and patience; it requires work; it 
requires architects, masons, workers, and the right building 
materials at hand. We are now at this stage. The blow that colo- 
nialism and its elements can inflict is to say: This revolution 

came too soon for these people; it was unripe; the people did not 


deserve it. The newspapers which sound the propaganda of colonialism 
have startea their work in the East and in the West. They look at 

us throush their magnifying glasses evaluating our statements, our 
actions, our psychological shortcomings, and the way we treat each 
other. Changine the direction of the revolution to rightist or 

1 _st extremism will pave the way for infiltration. This is 

exact the way for infiltration. Hence, we must be alert that they 


i 
not redirect us from the true path, polarize the extremists and keep 
them away from relisious and spiritual leadership. In his revolu- 
tionary sermon, 'Ali said: "Let the impudent, the self-centered, 
and the extremists turn back to me, to us, and let those left behind 
join us." Today we are confronted with such a problem, A number of 
the people, a number of the youth, despite all their pure sentiments 
ang sincerity 2f intention, and perhaps unknowingly, are extremists. 








They act beyond their bounds, beyond the established limits, limits 
within which the revolution must move, as did the Knavarj-e Nahravan, 
completely faithful and sincerely nationalistic people who were 
extremists, hot-tempered, undisciplined, and weak in their understan- 
dine of Islam, who had learned "No law but that of God" without 
understanding its meaning. 


HOJJATOLESLAM GOLPAYEGANT 


5. The restoration and repair of the "Molla Sadeq" Theological 
School of Alvandiyyeh. 


6. The Setiyyeh School. 
7. The Eram Street Theological School. 


8 Founding a library in which several thousands of printed and 
precious handwritten manuscripts have been collected. 


9. Foundine Dar ol-Qor'an ol-Karim. In this establishment, hundreds 
of different copies of the Koran printed all around the world and 
rare, precious copies of the Koran have been collected. As a col- 


lection of this kind, this establishment is rare and worthy of pride. 


10. Printing a precious edition of the Koran, distributing it 
throuchout the Islamic countries, and presenting it to great 
personalities. 


11, Printing and publishing"Sahifeh-ye Sajjadiyyeh"in several 
thousand copies. 


12, Printing and publishing Islamic and religious books, distribu- 
tins them free of charge in Islamic countries, donating them to 
public and private libraries, as well as dozens of other services 
and significant monuments to the memory of Mehdi insi.de and outside 
the country. 


In mourning this informed intellectual, this serving clergyman, this 
brave youth, scholars and literary persons have composed many poems 
and odes which are beyond the scope of this brief. I will only 
repeat the ode written by his honor, Mr Lotfi, for good luck. 


Alas, the lisht and brightness have gone from our eyes 

That shinine star of faith and modesty has gone 

The man -f action, zeal and seriousness 

The man oi good manners, good temper, love, and generosity has gone 
The great, enlightened, informed scholar 

The center of learning has left this transient world 

Gone away, he who was the companion of our lives and the strength of 


our hearts. 











who have become all heart, have lost calm and serenity 
lie wno hid his face from us was not one person 
of integrity and loyalty has left the eye of wisdom, 

He was killed for truth, Islam, and virtue 

or God, our "Mehdi" has gone towards God 
That saintiy bird who was full of enthusiasm 

Ss own away towards the high empyrean 
ower carden of Islam looks withered and despondent 
ince this newly-blossomed flower of the Hoiy Family has gone 
He was escer to meet with God and hence, 
Te has gone to meet Him, despite his youth. 
I have become lonely, separation has become the companion of my soul 
Alas and alas, the bright star of salvation has gone 
[mn India, Europe, and all over the world 
From his efforts, religion was nurtured 
In london, Lebanon, Qom, Yasreb, and Batha 


lie made his mark and left the transient world 


as r] 
The fl 


The Shitite world mourns him 
Tne lamentation of the people has reached the skies 


With this heavy sorrow and my weary body 

Oh Cod, what shall I do, the splendorous phoenix has gone away 
Nothine can be done but be patient and tolerant 

The royal decree of destiny has left eternity 

Lotfi has no cure but patience and tolerance 

Alas, that light and brightness has gone from our eyes, 


~~? , 
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AYATOLLAH MONTAZERT 


Hojjatoleslam of Moslems, Ayatollah Sheykh Hoseyn ‘Ali 
Najafabadi, is one of the brightest stars and burning 
Oo 7? 


Montazeri 


torches of the Qom Theological Center, who is known for his virtue 
and “nowledce. In Vol 2 of "Ganjineh," 1 made brief mention of him; 
but since at that time, he was suffering exile and imprisonment at 


the hands of the jailers of the tyrannical povernment and we could 
not reach nim, we could not make proper mention of him deserving of 


his position. Hence, in this volume, I have realized this goal. 
His eminence was born about 1349 A.H. [ 29 May 30-18 May 31] in 


Najafabad, to a relatively middle class family. After training and 
studying the preliminaries and intermediate levels in Esfahan and in 
nis place of birth, he migrated to Qom in 1358 A.H. [21 Feb 39- 


9 Fel 40 ] and resided in one of the upper chambers of the Feyziyyeh 
Se : the acquaintence of Ayatollah Motahari and, since 
they thought alike, they established a relationship and, together 

/ th his virtuous, learned friend who also came from his home town, 
his honor, Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Assadollah Nurolallahi, went to 
the lessons of Ayatollah Mohaqqeq-Damad, Ayatollah Imam Khomeyni, 
and other sources of emulaticn, such as Ayatoilah Khonsari and Grand 
Ayatollah Borujerdi. From the time he reached Qom up to the end of 
his eminence's life, he attended and took utmost advantage of his 
lessons and reached the highest degrees of religious jurisprudence, 
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He became aman of opinions and views . . . and wrote down the 
sayings of his teacher. After the death of Ayatollah Borujerdi, he 
joined with the leader of the nation, Imam Khomeyni, and published 
his sayines as well. He also benefited in rational sciences from 
the creet savant Ayatollah Tabataba'i. 


Ayatollah Montazeri, who has had a great influence on the role of the 
revolution, was arrested several times because of his struggle and 
cooperation with his great teacher Ayatollah Khomeyni, and has suf- 
fered imprisonment and exile by the criminal, anti-people SAVAK 
elements. He even suffered the tortures of the jailers and func- 
tionaries of the CIA and the tyrannical government during the last 
few years, On 3 Aban 1357 [25 Oct 78], the day of freedom for 
political prisoners, he was freed because of the people's movement; 
he returned to Qom and continued his struggle against the illegiti- 
mate covernment, the usurping and cruel dynasty of the Pahlavi 
family, until--by the will of the Almighty and the kindness of our 
master, his holiness Mehdi--the tree of the movement gave fruit, the 
oalm tree of the revolution blossomed, victory was gained by the 
people, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi decided to escape rather than stay, the 
unauthorized government of Baknhtiyar fell forever, and the Islamic 
Republic was declared. May the rule of the tyrant end, thanks be to 
the Cod of Two Worlds. 


In en interview with the Voice and Picture of the Islamic Republic 
about his friend and discussion cympanion, the late martyred 
Ayatollah Motahari, Ayatollah Montazeri said: We were friends for 
over 40 years. Most often when he was in Qom we had discussions and 
we were in touch. [rom his early student days, he kept vigilence 
for nigsnt prayers. He would insist that I do the same; but I was 
lazy anc would sometimes find excuses, such as, the water in the 
school pond was filthy and would harm my eyes. 


HOJJATOLESLAM AZARI 


Mojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Ahmad Azari-Qomi, the pride of the virtuous 
crusaders, is one of the stars of the virtuous sky of the theolosical 
center and religious city of Qom, He was born about 1342 A.H. 

(14 Aug 23-1 Aug 24] in Qom, He studied the preliminaries and 
literary levels with the teachers of the Theological Center and he 
then migrated to the holy city of Najaf, where he benefited from the 
teachines of Grand Ayatollahs Mirza Abdolhadi-Shirazi, and Kho'i and 
others. After a few years, he returned to his homeland and benefited 
from the teachings of Crand Ayatollah Borujerdi, Ayatollah Khomeyni, 
and Ayav*-ilah Mohaqqeq-Damad. Meanwhile, at appropriate times during 
the months of Ramazan, Moharram, and Safar, he would travel to 

Tehran to give guidance, propagate Islam, and enlighten the people. 
However, for a few years now, due to many occupations, he has 

stopped that routine, and he has been instructed by Hojjatoleslam 
Azari Fas published) to serve the religion and crusade against 
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2rialism and the hated shade of the deposed shah. For this 
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ison, he was exiled for a few years by the defiled, criminal, 
ennical agents to Ardestan and other places, Consequently, he 
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dear ones in an accident. WMr Azari is one of 
-ompetent anc pious individuals. His piety and virtue are 


yrsed by his eminence Ayatollah Khomeyni, who has appointed him 
hely supervise the holy shrine of her holiness ia" sumeh (peace be 


her) as well as the Revolutionary Court. 


‘- 


toielsam Mr Haj Sheykh Yusef Ahadi, whose biography was included 


Vol 7, vo 41€, concerning Hamadan, is one of the contemporary 


9 


ned achoters. After the death of the late Grand Ayatollah 


ierdi, he went to reside in (Qoruh) in (Javin) of Hamadan for 
-iLous propagation and services. With high zeal and full strength, 
ac rendered his services and has been able to provide Islam and 


lems with several monuments. 


A 


Llarce consregational mosque of 1,000 square meters, 


relicious school with a library, a lecture room with 10 


ipped chambers, and about 30 serious students from primary to 
‘her levels, who are given paid tuition and student aid. 


LTrainine of the above-mentioned students, 


Vol 7 

‘ AHANT 
3 ‘leslam Ayatollah Haj Molla Abbas'ali Adib H abi baba di-Esfahani 
ne oi the Tanous contemporary scholars, revered teachers, and 


ranking prayer leaders of Esfahan. He was born about 1320 A.H. 


" a = . es . . > * . . 
or 02-29 Mar 03; in Habibabad, After proper training, passing 
hildhoo and studying his preliminaries in his place of birth, 


‘ant to ahan, learned religious jurisprudence and principles 


the creat teachers and benefited from the instructions of the 


at scholars of Esfahan. He then returned for a while to his 
‘thnolace and later migrated to Esfahan and began teaching in Sadr 


schools. He nas also been leading prayers and propagating 
relicion in some of the mosques. He has authored both published 


, i. y Arle 1 Lat 45 & ~~ ; '. » \ Nio f. ~ Te 
works of Mr Adib-Fsfahani: (1)"Ersolshi'eh"; (2) "Manasek"; 


‘iarat-e Madineh; (4)"Vaz ‘ifatols shi'teh" (the description of Nodbeh 


vers); (5)"Hedivatol'abbad,' about Sahab ebn-e 'Abbad; 


rveh,' about the times of the cities of Qotb; (7)"Tatbig," 


ut chanpinge from the solar calendar to the lunar and vice versa; 


Ysan al-Teqvim," about the times of day and night in Esfahan and 


ties et its latitude; (9) "Ahsan al-Taqvim," for Kashan and cities 
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its latitude; (10) “Ansan al-Taavim,"for Tehran and cities at its 


latitude: (11)"Molhaqaat-e Qazaya-ve Amir al-—Mo'menin" (peace be upon 
him); (12)"Ma'refat al-Qebleh," on determining the direction of Mecca 
in Iran by the sun all year round. 
be 
ojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Mostafa E'temadi-Tabrizi is one of the 
virtuous teachers of Qom Theological Center. He was born in 1304 
P21 Mar 25-20 Mar 26]in the village of Khajeh, four parasangs fron 
Tabriz. \fter studying Persian, Arabic literature, grammar, and 
syntax, logic, and some of the religious laws and amendments at hi: 
birthplace with his revered father, the learned crusader Ayatollal 
irza 'Ali Khajeh'i--who is now alive at the age of 82--at a 
time when, in accordance with the instructions of the defiled tyrant 
feza Knan, covers were taken off the heads of Iranian women and 
turbans off the heads of the Iranian clergy and no one had the power 
to sneak or question. 

then left his home for Tabriz, where he went through the higher 
levels and benefited from the masters and teachers of Tabriz. In 
1325 [21 May 46-20 Mar 47], he went to Qom and completed his studies 
with Crand Ayatollah Najafi Mar'ashi. He then participated in the 
lessons of religious jurisprudence of Grand Ayatollah Hojjat 
Kuhnkamari and principles with the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi. 
2 also benefited from the instructions of all the present-day 
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Ollans. Meanwhile, he bagan teaching the higher levels and many 


students of the theological center have been and are benefiting from 
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2. “"Shetat ol-Fava'ed, published in the margins of "Ma'alem,' 


nas authored valuable scholarly works, including the following 


"Sharh-e Ma'talem ol-Jsul,." which has been published. 


} W! ~ 9 1 


Moze' ol-Qavanin," up to the end of "Navahi" chapter, manuscript. 


Sharh-e Resa'el,'’ in three volumes, manuscript, 


3) |) ~ DBRimwtes 71 “LL. acrizh, A _ 5 sf c ~ + 
Sharh-e Makaseb-e Sheykh Ansari," manuscript. 


Sharh-e Kefayeh-ye Akhund Khorasani,' manuscript. 


writer says: His honor Mr E'temadi is one of the bright, vir- 


tuous, and pious faces, who is known for his virtues and prenerosity 


and 


respected by everyone, especially by the scholars and 


teachers. 
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the adornment of contemporary learned men, lIir 


O 
ini (Haj Amini) Najafabadi is one of the teachers 
; He 
= 


Theolocical Center. He was born in 1304 
r 26', equal to 1345 A.H. | 12 Jul 26-30 Jun 27; as 
afabad. In 1330 [21 Mar 51-20 Mar 52], he went to 
n Esfahan. He finished the preliminaries and Arabic 
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han Theolorcical Center, He studied some of the 
eat masters and famous scholars of Esfahan, such 


S 
rbab, Haj Sheykh Nohammad R:za Jarq w hagas Haj 
seyyed ‘Ali Asghar 1 lodarres 


} vy , % eta ¢ Ar | | 
jamiyan naranai, 


e of the other masters. In 1326 [ 21 Mar 47- 
cered om Theological Center to continue his educa- 


some of the “pant ee with great masters and famous 
Haj Aqa Reza Safi and Haj Seyyed Mohammad Baqger 
mpleted the'"Kefayeh" with Grand Ayatollah 
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jatoleslam, the learned scholar, al-Haj Sheykh Mohyeddin, son oi 


, 


ly 

the perfect scholar, Ayatollah al-Haj al-Sheykh, Zeynol'abedin Anvari 
Hamadani, is one of the learned, crusading, contemporary scnolars of 
. He was born about 1350 A.H. [19 May 31-6 May 32] in Hamadan, 
in a house of learnings and piety. He was reared end studied the 
preliminaries and some literature in Hamadan, He then left for 
Tehran and after the completion of various levels at the lesson: of 
the late Haj Mirza Ahmad Ashtiyani and Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad 
[Taqi Ameli, he benefited Poa Bee ayatollahs and sreat teachers of 
laryi School in rational and traditional sciences. He also began 


leadine prayers in one of the mosques in the bazaar, and 


er 
rehran 
4 -iis Cul 


teaching, : 
interoretins and propagating the true culture of Twelver Shi'ism. 

In 1384 A.H. [ 13 May 64-1 lay 65], accused of conspiracy to assasi- 

nate Hoseyn'ali Mansur, the prime minister of the tyrannical rfovern- 
ent of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, he was arrested, along with a group 


of faithful and crusading young people, by SAVAK and spent 13 years 
in Oasr and Evin Prisons. He was freed in 1397 A.Il. [23 Dec 76- 

11 Dec 77; and began again his services. He was sent by the great 
leader Ayatollah Khomeyni to Karachi, Pakistan, for religious 

tuidance and services. He returned to Tehran and is now commissioned 
by the leader of the revolution to lead Fricay and congresational 
oravers es well as propagate the religion in the Jame' iiosque of 
larmak in Tehran 


Accordins to this author: His honor Mr Anvari is one of the crusa- 
dins scholars who has served the victory of the revolution and the 
Islamic Republic. He has ewer hig ag and violence in prisons 
-rom torture, etc. Among the scholars of Tehran, he is especiell) 
liked and is regardec highly > our dear leader, !'r Khomeyni. 


L—PAZI 
Tojjiatoleslam laj Sheykh Morteza, son of Haj Yusof'ali Gani-Fazl 
Tabrizi, is one of the bripht faces among the scholars and teachers 
of Oom Theological Center, He was born in 1352 A.H. | 2€ Apr 33- 
15 Apr 34] in Tabriz. After his primary training in Tabriz, he left, 
n 1371 A.H. [ 2 Oct 51-20 Sep 521, for Qom, where he passed throush 


the hisher levels as a student of famous masters, including the late 
\ |} Mirza Nohammad Mojahedi. He benef ited for a period of 
three years from the lessons on the protocOls of prayer of the late 
Srand Ayatollah Borujerdi and eight years from the lessons on pro- 
hibited trades and transactions and the complete course on the 

sion of words and scholarly principles of his eminence Grand 
Ayatollah Khomeyni. After the exile of his honor from Iran to Turkey 
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ached the high levels of scholarship and theology. He formed 
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he 
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honor Ayatollah Haj : 


Lraq, he attended the lessons on the protocols oi cleanliness of 


Ayatollal Oolpayesani and the late Ayatollah Mohaqgeq-Damad. 
ile, he taught the higher levels and has now been teaching at 


‘enter Tor 20 years. Thusfar, he has taught 3 rounds of a 
course on'Makaseb" and'Kefayeh" and about 200 of the theological and 
9th er 
-éd with handling some of the affairs of Azarbayejan by the 
der of the revolution, Imam Khomeyni, and is presently occupied 


a 


students benet>*% from his instructions. He has now been 


i. 7 . ao a Oe 4 nC 
vunNeSe allalrs,. 


The complete lecture notes on Religious Jurisprudence and 
necinles of Crend Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


jlescription of"Kefayat al-Osul," specifically the section on 


= Tl or i 
‘S-F a1-F az . 
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heykh Javad Tabrizi is one of the respected 
ars and revered teachers of Qom Theological Center, He was 
out 1345 AH. [12 Jul 26-30 Jun 27] in Tabriz. After his 
training in the preliminaries, he moved to Qom and benefited 
he instructions of the great teachers, Grand Ayatollahs 
ii and Hojjat. In 1370 A.H. [13 Oct 50-1 Oct 51], he migrated 


7 . cy 


w] 


Najaf, where he benefited greatly from the instructions and dis- 


ions of Grand Ayatollahs Kho'i and Mirza 'Abdolhadi Shirazi. He 


ing sessions and a number of contemporary learned men of Tehran, 

s Hojjatolelsam Haj Seyyed Abdol'ali Tagavi Shirazi, benefited 
nis instructions. In “1392 A.H. [16 Feb 72-3 Feb 73], because of 

ssure py the Ra'thist covernment of Iraq on Iranians residing in 

he forced to return to Iran and reside in GoM where he has 
teachings religious jurisprudence and principles; and a number 
“nolers have been benefiting from his instructions. May God 

him Sevecess in the continuation of his work. 

rriter hes frequently asked him for his biography, but, unfor- 


ely, no response has been given. AS a conscientious duty, I 
the above and conclude it with the following godly ode, 


leslam anc the adornment of scholars, Haj Seyyed ‘Abdol'ali, 
f the perfect crusading scholar Ayatollah al-Haj Seyyed 
atollah Tagavi Shirazi, is one of the truly serving contemporary 


‘lars and propagators of the prophetic family of ‘Ali's leader- 


in Tehran, who embodies virtue, piety, action, and sincerity. 


A TT QO T - Ae ie be TY ie a m Ts _ 2 TA 
A.H. |S Jan 43-27 Dec 43], equal to 1320 [21 Mar 41- 








20 Mar 42; as published], he was born to a learned and virtuous 
household in Tehran, reared in the cradle of piety and knowledge. 

At the age of 14, he went to Qom, where he studied the preliminaries 
and literature. After the death of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, he 
stayed for a while in Tehran and benefited from the instructions of 
the late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad 'Ali Lavasani in Sepahsalar 
School. He then departed for Najaf and studied the remaining higher 
levels with Ayatollahs Haj Seyyed Asadollah Madani and Haj Sheykh 
Javad Tabrizi and benefited from the lessons of Ayatollah Haj Sheykh 
Mohammad Hassan Safi Esfahani. in 1391 A.H. [27 Feb 71-15 Feb 72], 
due to the illness of his honorable father ending in his death, he 
returned to Tehran. After the death of his father, at the insistence 
of many of the faithful friends of his father and the instructions of 
Ayatollans Kho'i and Shahrudi and the honorable sources of emulation 
in Qom, he did not return to Najaf, in order to manage the mosque of 
his famous father, Known as "Masjed Sangi," located on Adibolmamalek 
and Rey Streets. He has since been leading prayers, propagating 
religion and religious rules, teaching theology, spreading knowledge 
of the Prophet's family, and is one of the contemporary defenders of 
'Ali's rule and fighters against the sect of Wahabism, domestic 
Sunnism, and the opponents of religious rule. His honor enjoys the 
love of the clergy of the capitol, the great sources of emulation, 
and the ayatollahs of Najaf, and especially of the deputy of the 
Imam, Mr Khomeyni. On his trip to London for treatment, he made a 
visit to his eminence in Paris. 


HOSEYNI HAMADANI 


Hojjatoleslam and famed scholar Haj Seyyed Hoseyn Hoseyni Hamadani 

is one of the contemporary scholars of Qom Theological Center. He 
was born in 1324 | 21 Mar 45-20 Mar 46], in one of the villages of 
Hamadan called "Damaq." After studying his preliminaries, he went 
to the city of Hamadan to study. After two years in Hamadan, 
Kermanshah, and Qom, and after completing his studies in literature, 
he went to study in holy Najaf in 1341 [21 Mar 62-20 Mar 63], where 
he studied the higher levels under the instruction of great teachers. 
Specifically, he studied logic with the late Ayatollah Aqa Sheykh 
Sadra, the great philosopher and high ranking researcher, who was a 
unique expert in his own time on rational thought. He studied dif- 
ferent books in this field and became faMous among the theological 
students for his teaching of various books on lugic at the age of 20, 
a number of the theological students in Qom and Najaf have benefited 
from his lessons. After resideing in Najaf for 10 years and benefi- 
tine from the instructions of the late Ayatollah Aqa Mirza Baqer 
Zanjani and Grand Ayatollah Kho'i, Mr Hoseyni returned to Iran and 
has since been teaching intermediate levels and benefiting from the 
instructions of great ayatollahs. He has authored the following 
valuable works: 
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1. “Al-Mohakemat-o t+elaaza',’ the lecture notes of Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh Monammad Taher Khaqani (Al-e Shobyr). 


2, ‘Al-Fjareh,'’ the lecture notes of Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 'Allameh 


‘ani Esfahani, unpublished. 


. Marginal notes for Molla ‘Abdollah, unpublished, 


4, Notes on the Science of Logic, including different discussions 
in logic. 
- ritings on religious jurisprudence and principles, unpublished, 


oijatoleslam Haj Seyyed Mohammad Reza Hoseyni Behshahri is one of 
the active, crusading scholars and prayer leaders of the city of Rey. 
He was born in 1317 [21 Mar 38-20 Mar 39], equal to 1358 A.H. 

[21 Feb 40] in Behshahr, Mazandaran. He studied the preliminaries 
and part of other levels with the late, great theological scholar 
Ayatollah Kuhsani in Dehestan of Kuhsan. He then came to Qom and 

ad from Ayatollah Soltani and Ayatollah Montazeri in the 
levels of proficiency. He then attended the lessons of Grand 
\ hs Knomeyni, Golpayegani, and Shari'atmadari. Later, he was 
sent by Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani to the city of Rey (to the 
shrine of his holiness 'Abdol'azim Hoseyni--peace be upon him). Pre- 
viously, he had been commissioned by his honor to perform religious 
services in other cities, 


After he reached the holy place, he began guidance, leading prayers, 
and propagating religious instructions. He erected a mosque called 
‘mam Hoseyn, a public library, and an interest-free fund, and in this 
yay, he has served the society and those in need, 


His honor nas numerous permits from the contemporary sources of 


emulation and grand ayatollahs of Qom, 
ry / RZ AT | 
he late hogjjatoleslam Sheykh Mohammad Hadi Farzaneh Shahrreza'i is 


whe revered teachers and naan ranking contemporary philoso- 
aes et tne province of Esfahan. His father, the late Mollah 
1ad Mehdi was among the scholars, prayer leaders and sources of 
jilation of the people of Shahrreza, who was considered a perfect 
master of elementary subjects of grammar, syntax, rhetoric, reli- 
cicus jurisprudence and principles, etc. 


He also knew mathe Soe es calculus, geometry, and astronomy very 
weil, fe had stucied religious jurisprudence and principles under 


the tutelage of the great scholar, the late Haj Mollah ‘Ali 








Tusirkan,. He then went to holy Najaf to complete his higher educa- 
tion, where he resided for three years and benefited from the 
instructions of the grand ayatollahs there. 


His learned son, Hakim Farzaneh, was born in 1302 A.H. [21 Oct 1884- 
9 Oct 1885 | to a household of science and knowledge and a center of 
philosophy. He studied his elementary education with his learned 
father and then he studied logic, philosophy, and discourse for 
seven years with the great philosopher Mirza Nasrollah Hakim, 
Because of his extraordinarily sharp talents and intellect, he was 
always respected and loved by his teacher. 


After the death of tre late Mirza Nasrollah Hakim, he went to 
Esfahan and completed his studies of 'Fara'ed" and'Matajer" with Molla 
'Abdolkarim Kazi--God's blessing be upon him--and studied religious 
jurisprudence and principles with the late master, Seyyed Mohammad 
Bagqer, Haj Mir Mohammad Sadeq, and partly with the late Haj Mirza 
'Abdolhoseyn Seyyedol'aragayn. He studied medicine with the late 
Mirza Mohammad Bager Esfahani and then returned to his house in 
Shahrreza, where he kept up his scientific studies and philosophical 
research. 


Noting the scientific degrees, scholarly rank, and knowledge of 
Hakim, it is quite certain that among the contemporary scholars, 
even amons the scholars of this century, there are few of his 
stature in science and philosophy. 


te was considered a perfect master in various fields of natural 
Sciences, theology, and mathematics as well as literature, Arabic, 
discourse, religious jurisprudence, principles, and mysticism and 
a proficient scnolar of rational and traditional thought. 


Among the old philosophers, he followed the second master, Abu Nasr 
Farabi, and Sheykh al-Re'is Abu 'Ali Sina [Avicenna] and has done 
detailed research and marginal notes on the works of these two 
famous philosophers. If we claim that in teaching the works of 
Avicenna (Esharat, Shafa, Qanun, etc.), he was unmatched among the 
contemporary philosophers, we are certainly not mistaken. For this 
reason, the professors of the universities of Esfahan and Tehran 
frequently sought his audience and requested that he go to Esfahan 
and Tehran to establish scientific and philosophical circles; but, 
as is the case with masters of his kind, he continually refused and 
preferred to live privately and teach in his home town rather than 
travel or leave his home, 





In philosophy, Hakim Farzaneh is relatively close to the Peripatetics 
Tmashsha'in |]. We say he is close to the Peripatetics, because in 
certain cases, his ideas are different from those of the philoso- 
phers and Peripatetics, and in proving the existence of God and 
monotheism, his reasoning is that of a pious man. Finally, he was a 
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perfect master in conforming the principles and rules of philosophy 
with religious laws, 


As was stated earlier, after finishing his studies and returning home, 
Hakim Farzaneh began teaching classes in his own home, starting every 
day at dawn and continuing without pause for several hours, then, 

also most afternoons. The revered Hakim taught various sciences 

and books from the elementary to the highest levels for 47 years. 

He would by no means refuse to guide the receptive intellects and 
teach the lovers of knowledge. He would not consider teaching any 
poox beneath his position, regardless of the level, and was prepared 
to teach every science and every book at the highest levels. 


le had very enlightening classes and his lessons were open to all 
lovers of knowledge. A large number of people benefited from and 
enjoyed his teaching sessions, 


The efforts of this revered Hakim in benefiting and teaching without 
any kind of expectation went so far that he did not close his classes 
and taught books, rules, verses, and philosophy until Monday, 

1 Azar 1344 [22 Nov 65], just two days before his death. 


Hakim's Invitation by the University and His Response 
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Kim 


25 21 Mar 46-20 Mar 47], the University of Tehran invited 
Farzaneh several times to go to Tehran to teach philosophy. 


In response, he wrote that, unfortunately, he had been remembered at 
a time when strength was becoming weak and weakness strong. 


Ho jjaetclesiam Haj Seyyed Shamosoddin Khademi Esfahani, known as 
‘bolmatali, the revered brother of the learned Ayatollah Haj Hoseyn 
thademi, is the director of Esfahan Theological Center and one of 
the contemporary scholars and prayer leaders of Esfahan. Their 
father, the late Ayatollah Seyyed Abu Ja'far Khademoshari'ah, was 
one of the :.ichest scholars of his time and the son of Ayatollah 
Seyyed Sadroddin Musavi, who has been mentioned in"Montahi al-Amal’ 
of Mohacdes Qomi, and who is related to his holiness Musa ebn Ja'far 
--peace be upon nim--with 34 immediate predecessors, 

He was born in 1316 A.H. [22 May 1898-11 May 1899 |. He lost his 
father at the age of seven and was reared by his noble mother. He 
learned his lessons in Persian and introductory Arabic in the 
Elmiyyeh School of Esfahan and then entered Sadr School. He studied 
"Sharh-e Lom'eh" and the laws with the late Aqa Sheykh ‘Ali Yazdi and 
the late Aqa Seyyed Ahmad Esfahani at Nimavar School. He learned 
from"Fara'ted" and "Javaher"with the late Ayatollah Haj Mir Mohammad 
Sadeq Mir'emadi and studied'Kefayeh" with the late Ayatollah Seyyed 
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Mohammad Najafabadi. He studied philosophy partly with the late 
Seyyed Mohammad ‘Ali Tuserkani and benefited from the instructions 

of the late Ayatollah Sheykh 'Abdolkarim Jazzi and Ayatollah Molla 
Hoseyn Feshareki. He then moved to Najaf and benefited from the 
instructions of the late Ayatollah Seyyed Abol Hasan Esfahani and 
Ayatollah Mirza Hoseyn Na'ini. After his return to Esfahan, due to 
an eye ailment, he stopped his education and has been leading prayers 
and doing other religious services. 


KHUNSART 


Hojjatoleslam Sheykh Mohammad Kazem, son of the learned Ayatollah 
Haj Sheykh_'Ali Akbar Khunsari (born in 1300 A.H. | 12 Nov 1882- 

1 Nov 1883 | and died on 18 Jamadi al-sani 1359 A.H. [24 Jun 40]), is 
one of the great scholars and a special companion to Grand Ayatollah 
Haj Seyyed Mohammad Reza Golpayegani. 


He was born in 1347 A.H. °20 Jun 28-8 Jun 29] in holy Najaf. After 
beins reared in a house of knowledge and piety, he lost his father, 
at the age of 12, He studied the preliminaries with the late Mirza 
‘Abdollah Tabrizi Khosrowshahi and with his late father. He then 
treveled to India, where he resided for several years. On his return 
to Iran, he lived in Qom for one year and learned the levels of 
"Lom'eh' and"Qavanin"with Ayatollah Saddugi Yazdi and Ayatollah Haj 
Seyyed Hoseyn Badla. He then went ot holy Najaf and studied logic 
with Shams Tabrizi, some of the levels with Ayatollah 'Allameh Fani 
Esfahani and"Kkefayeh' with the late Haj Mirza Hasan Yazdi. He bene- 
fited from Grand Ayatollah Kho'i, with two courses in the principles, 
and learned jurisprudence from him and others. For eight years, he 
was in charce of the correspondence from Shi'ites all over the world 
of his eminence and of Ayatollah Mirza ‘'Abdolhadi Shirazi, and he 
responded to those letters. In 1395 A.H. [14 Jan 75-2 Jan 76], as 
fate would have it and God Almighty willed, he moved to Iran and 
resided in the religious and scholarly city of Qom,. By official 
invitation from Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani, he was put in charge of 
letters sent to his eminence, a great position which he presently 
holds. 


His works include: (1) lecture notes of Grand Ayatollah Kho'i, 
(2) the detailed biography cf Grand Ayatollah Kho'i and his works, 
which is unique of its kind, (3) the biography of the scholars of 
Khunsar. 


His noble father was one of the great scholars of holy Najaf and the 
late ‘aliameh Razi Haj Sheykh Bozorg Tehrani--may God bless him--has 
remembered him among the leaders of mankind inhis "Ketab—-e Rajali." 


16 











Hojjatoleslam, revered master and scholar Dr Mohammad Sadeqi, son of 
the adornment of orators and propagators, the late Haj Sheykh 
Mohanmad xeza Lesan al-Maheqqegin Tehrani, is one of the contemporary 
fac tr the world of virtue and the shining stars of the sky 
of knowledge and wisdom, 


le was born in 1307 | 21 Mar 28-20 Mar 29], equal to 1348 A.H. 
9 Jun 29-28 Mar 30; as published], in Tehran. He was reared in a 
usehold of knowledge and piety. After studying Persian up to high 
10O1l level, he bercan his studies in religious sciences. He studied 
e preliminaries and some of hte levels in Tehran, moving to Qom 
Wel the early days of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi's residence in 

: He studied the high levels with the teachers of the 
heologrical center. He attended the lessons of Grand Ayatollah 
Sibhiees 25's Ayatollah Mohaqgeq Damad, deputy of the Imam, Khomeyni, 
and other ayatollahs. He benefited in rational thought and philoso- 
hy from Ayatollah 'Allameh Tabataba'i, Ayatollah Shahabadi, Mirza 
Mehdi Ashtiyani, Mr Khomeyni, Mr Rafi'ti Qazvini and he studied 
mysticism with the late Mirza Mehdi Esfahani. After the death of the 
late Borujerdi and under the leadership and movement of the deputy of 
the Imam, he entered the scene to fight Eastern and Western 
imverialism, With his firey speeches in Qom and Tehran and his 
condemnation of the tyrannical regime in 1384 A.H. | 13 May 64- 

| May 657, he was hunted by SAVAK and the criminal functionaries of 
, forcing him to leave the country. Then, under the 
orotection of the Almighty and the grace of God's ruler on earth 
Mehdi}, he went to Iraq by the "Salavati" method (that is, through 
unusual means and without a passport) and resided near the shrine of 
the Chief of the Faithful |! Ali ]--peace be upon him. He benefited 
fron the instructions of the deputy of the Imam, Mr Khomeyni, and 
other ayatollahs and ee teaching and giving interpretations of 
the Koran. In 1392 A.H. [16 Feb 72-3 Feb 73 |, he went to Beirut, 
Lebanon, as a result of the pressures and threats of the sinister 
Batthist regime of Iraq. In 1396 A.H. [3Jan 76-22 Dec 76], due to 
the disturbed situation in Lebanon, he went to Mecca and resided 
near the sacied house for two years. In 1398 A.H. [12 Dec 77-— 
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the monarchy 


i Dec 784, he bagan teaching Ja'fari religious jurisprudence near 
acan-e Ebrahim and taught Shi'ite religious laws and spread the 


teve culture of “Twelver Shi'tism, In the month of Zolqa'deh [Oct ], 
was jailed by the Saudi government for distributing handouts and 
>alcing out against the hated Pahlavi regime. He was freed after a 
months; and efter the fall of the tyrannical government and the 
declaration of the Islamic Republic and freedom after 57 years of 
suppression and dictatorship, he returned home to visit his iman, 
his relatives, and his friend after 14 years. He resided in Qom to 
continue his spiritual and religious duties, giving topical inter- 
oretations of the Koran and leading prayers in the Jamkaran Mosque 
oy Com, Dr Sadeqi was jailed twice by the oppressors, first for his 


few 
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Speech in the grand mosque of Qom, the second time, in Mecca, by the 
Saudi government at the suggestion of the tyrannical government of 
Iran. Altogether, he lived abroad for 17 years as follows: 10 years 
in holy Najaf; 5 years in Beirut, Lebanon; and 2 years in Mecca, 
During this time, he was engaged in writing and has written a number 
of useful books. 


REZVANI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Ahmad Rezvani Najafi, son of the late 
Seqatoleslam Haj Mohammad Esma'il Rezvani, is one of the Scholars 
returned from Najaf and a revered contemporary teacher in Qom Theolo- 
tical Center. His honorable father was one of the benevolent people 
of the city of Zanjan who spent some of his life studying and then 
entered commerce. During the day, he was engaged in making a living 
and at night he would study traditions and interpretations of the 
Koran until the end of his life. The son was born in 1302 

_21 Mar 23-20 Mar 24] in Zanjan and was reared under the supervision 
of a very pious father. He completed the preliminaries in that city 
and at the age of 17, he went to Qom, where he resided for 9 years 
and studied the levels and parts of the lessons with the great 
scholars of the Theological Center, such as the late Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh 'Abdol Karim Kho'ini, Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Hojjat, 
and Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi. Then in 1369 A.H. | 24 Oct 49- 

12 Oct 50], he went to holy Najaf, residing there for 20 years, and 
benefited from the instructions of the grand ayatollahs of that city 
such as Grand Ayatollahs Hakim and Shahrudi, studied the principles 
with Ayatollah Kho'i, and benefited especially from the discussions 
of the most learned religious scholar, Ayatollah Haj Mirza Mohammad 
Bager Zanjani. In 1394 A.H. [25 Jan 74-13 Jan 75], due to the 
pressures of the Ba'thist government of Iraq, he was forced to return 
to Iran and reside near the shrine of her holiness Fatemeh Ma'sumeh-- 
peace be upon her--and has been teaching ever since. 


ZANJANI 


His father, the late Grand Ayatollah Haj Mirza Mohammad Baqger Zanjani, 
is one of the great ayatollahs and revered contemporary teachers of 
Najaf Theological Center. He is one of the famous students of Grand 
Ayatollah Mirza Mohammad Hoseyn Mohaqqgeg Na'ini, who is well known 
and sreatly loved among the scholars of Iraq and Iran and has trained 
learned, virtuous students who do religious and spiritual services 

in most of the cities of Iran, Pakistan, India, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 
In Vol 5, in the section on Zanjan, I have given a brief biography 

of his hunor, 


SA 'ADAT 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Aqa Sa'tadat Maragheh'i is one of the active, 
crusading scholars of Azarbayejan, from the city of Maragheh. He 
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342 A.H. [14 Aug 23-1 Aug 24] around Maragheh. 

he preliminaries in Maragheh, he went to Tabriz and 

to Qc er upon completing various levels, he attended the 

ons of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, and 
and benefited from them. He then returned home and engaged 

scious and spiritual services, such as leadiny prayers and 

cuiding the people. Because of his untiring efforts and good inten- 

tions, he is especially liked and trusted by the sources of emulation, 

especially by Grand Ayatollah Shari'atmadari. 


Haj Aca satadat has built many monuments in Maragheh and its surroun- 
dines. His house is always open to acquaintances and strangers, 
are he welcomes visitors and makes every effort to provide for 


SA'ID TEHRANI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Hasan is the son of the spiritual 
scholar Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Mirza ‘Abdollah Sa'id Tehrani 
(known as Jahl-e Sotuni), son of Ayatollah Haj Mirza Masih, whose 
biography was briefly provided in Vol 4, p 483. His eminence was 
born in 1337 A.H. [7 Oct 18-25 Sep 19] in Tehran and was reared in 

a house of learning in Tehran, where he studied the preliminaries. 

He then went to Qom to study the higher levels. Later, he went to 
holy Najaf, where he benefited from the instructions of the grand 
ayatollahs of the Najaf Theological Center, such as the late Grand 
Avatollahs Hakim, Shahrudi, Haj Sheykh Hoseyn Helli, and Ayatollah 
Kho'i., He returned home to Tehran with high scholarly degrees and 
began his religious services, spiritual duties, teaching of religious 
jurisprudence and principles, propagating Islamic culture, and pro- 

\ naz for the needs of the needy, to the besv of his ability, in 

ye Jame' Mosque. Until 1399 A.H. [2 Dec 78-20 Nov 79], he has been 
etive and supervises a number of the theological students in Tehran. 
Th 1e library orf the Jame’ Mosque is one of the establishments founded 
by his eminence, which, with its valuable coilection, is one of the 
scholarly centers of Tehran and a base for Islamic services. 


4.7 
Ui 


seaatoleslam Haj Mirza Mohammad Reza, known as Saqqazadeh Va'ez, is 
one of the famous contemporary preachers and speakers, 


He was born on & Moharram 1329 A.H. [9 Jan 11 | in Tabriz. His 
father, the late Shevsh Mohammad, who was at first a merchant, went 
bankrupt. Hence, in order to pay his debts, he picked up a sheep 
skin filled with water and sold water to the houses for 1 Shahi of 
the time (which equals 20 shahis or 1 rial) and repaid all his 
debts, For this reason, he became known as yaqga [water-carrier | 
and his son as Saqqazadeh _son of water-carrier |. 


CAs 
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He finished up to the 12th grade in Foyuzat and Ferdowsi high schools 
in Tabriz. Because of his love for and interest in the pulpit, 
Singing about the tragedies, preaching, and giving sermons, within a 
short period of time, he attained the high degrees of preaching and 
oratory under the supervision of the late famous orator, Haj Sheykh 
"Ali Akbar ‘Azizi. From Tabriz, he went to Tehran and finished the 
school of preaching and oratory. He received many permits for 
reciting religious narratives and traditions from the masters and 
sources of emulation. Because of his great interest in unusual 
sciences, he studied them and wrote books, including"Ad'iyeh" and 
"Adviyeh," in four volumes, one of which is"Jafr." 


He authored another book called "Darya-ve Sokhan,' which consists of 
30 sermons and talks on history. He also wrote a book called 
"Al-Saralmostaser" and another called "Az Har Dari Sokhani." Some of 
these books have been published and some are forthcoming. 


His talks from the pulpit are so charming and delicate that they 
would absorb and charge the audience and wouls not bore them. 


SAMAHI HAYERY 


Ayatollah Haj Sheykh 'Abdol Latif Samahi Hayeri, known as Tankaboni, 
is the highest of the scholars of Tankabon, In 1330 A.H. [22 Dec 11- 
10 Dec 12], he studied his elementary education in Narenj Bon, 
Ramsar, at the school of the late Ayatollah Sheykh Mohammad Hoseyn, 
son of Molla Habibollah Samahi, of Narenj Bon. In 1347 A.H. 

_20 Jun 28-8 Jun 29], he went to Qazvin, where he resided in 
Etefatiyyeh School, to study. Later, he moved to Mashhad and then 
to Qom. In 1350 A.H. [19 May 31-6 May 32], he migrated to the holy 
lands and livec in Najaf and Karbala for many years, where he bene- 
fited from the instructions of great scholars such as the late 
Grand Ayatollah Esfahani, Ayatollah Haj Agha Hoseyn Qomi, Ayatollah 
Haj Seyyed Hoseyn Hamami, Ayatollah Mirza 'Abdolhadi Shirazi, 
Ayatollah Estahbanati, Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohsen Hakim, and Grand 
Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mahmud Shahridi. He received the permit for 
the nractice of religious jurisprudence from the above-mentioned 
scholars. Since 1370 A.H. [13 Oct 50-1 Oct 51], he spent several 
months each year in Ramsar in order to attend to the people's needs 
and for propagational purposes. Since 1390 A.H. [9 Mar 70- 

26 Feb 71], when the Ba'this government of Iraq deported the 
Iranians, he has officially taken residence in Ramsar and during 
moderate and warm seasons, he has led prayers in the Jame' Mosque of 
the Ramsar Bazaar and teaches ideas and ethics. 


Ayatollah Samahi Hayery is an unmatched scholar and a man of good 
temper who is respected by the people of Ramsar, the scholars of the 
north, and others. He has authored"Emamshenasi," "Rad-e Tassavvof," 
and various lectures on religious jurisprudence and principles which 
are unpublished. 
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YY son, Hai Sheykh Mohammad Samahi Hayeri--who was born in 1323 
j 


is , J 
| 21 lar 44~20 Mar 45] in Karbala and studied the preliminaries by 
i291 A.H. [27 Feb 71-15 Feb 72] in Najaf as well as receiving a 
b j 


achelor's degree---is now an able speaker and a learned writer who 
has so far written 17 books in various subjects, including the 
history enc geography of Ramsar, the great men of Tankabon, etc., 
which are unpublished. Some of his articles have been published in 
Iranian and Iraqi magazines, 


atoleisam Ayatollah Haj Aqa Hoseyn Musavi Shahrudi is one of the 
ontemporary scholars and prayer leaders of the holy city of 
Mashhad He was born in the city of Shahrud and I have mentioned him 
in Vol 7, p 129, among the living scholars of Mashhad. There, I also 
mention briefly that he lives on Bala Khiyaban in Mashhad and leads 
prayers in one of the mosques of that area. 


His son, Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Mohammad Musavi Shahrudi, is one of 
the bright faces among the clergy of Mashhad and the contemporary 
cholars of thet city, who resided for many years in Najaf and bene- 
ited from the teachings of grand ayatollahs such as the late Grand 
Ayatollahs Haj Seyyed Mahmud Shahrudi and Kho'i and others until he 
reached high scholarly levels. He returned to Mashhad to teach 
religious jurisprudence and principles and is now one of the known 
teachers of Mashhad. 


Ayatollah Shahrudi's sons-in-law are scholars and preachers. One of 
them was the late Seqatoleslam Haj Sheykh Ahmad Kafi Va'ez Khorasani, 
whose works were mentioned in Vol 2 and here, we mention him on the 
orcasion of the anniversary of his martyrdom. 


ne late Kafi was one of the Sincere servants of religion and a 

true oropagator who faithfully propageted the rule of the prophet's 
family. With his simple and decisive language, which conformed to 
the tradition of the infallible imams, he guided thousands of people 
throeuchout Tran, and especially in Tehran, and called them away from 
immorality and sin to prayer and being servants of God. He provided 
capital for many of the needy and brought them from a life of 
thievery and wandering to work and prosperity. His accomplishments 
ire too many to be mentioned here. 


CO an 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hasan Safi Esfahani is 
one of the brignt faces among the contemporary scholars and teachers 


of Esfahan. He was born in Esfahan and after studying the prelimi- 


naries, he went to Qom, where he resided for some time and studied 


e hioher levels with the teachers of the Theological Center. 
durine the time of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, he went to Najaf, 
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there completing "Kefayeh" with the late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh 
'Abdolhoseyn Rashti, the outstanding student of the late Akhund Molla 
Mohammad Kazem Khorasani and other grand ayatollahs. He also began 
teachir.»y higher levels and gave lessons in religious jurisprudence 
and principles. A number of scholars, such as Hojjatoleslam Haj 
Sseyyed 'Abdol ‘Ali Tagqavi Shirazi from Tehran, have benefited from 
his lessons. During the recent events in Iraq and the pressures of 
the Ba'thist government on Iranians and foreign citizens residing 
there, he was forced to return and reside in Esfahan, where he 
teaches, leads prayers, and spreads the culture and religious truth. 


According to this author: His honor is one of the contemporary 
virtuous scholars and teachers who is known for his virtues, piety, 
laudable qualities, and morality. 


Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Hasun Safi, the son of Aqa Nasrollah, was born 
1298 | 21 Mar 09-20 Mar 10]. He has benefited from the instructions 

of Grand Ayatollahs Najafi Mar'ashi and Khomeyni in Qom and from the 

instructions of Grand Ayatollahs Haj Shneykh Kazem Shirazi, Haj 

Sheykh Mohammad 'Ali Khorasani, Haj Seyyed 'Abdol Hadi Shirazi, Haj; 

Seyyed Mohsen Hakim, and mostly from Grand Ayatollah Kho'i in Najaf. 


SADRA 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Tagi, son of the crusa- 
tine scholar Haj Sheykh Mohammad Bager, is one of the outstanding 
scholars, well-known speakers and propagators of Arak in Tehran 
today. In Vol 2 of "Ganjineh,'' I have mentioned him briefly; but 

Since it was not sufficiently detailed and there was no opportunity 
for more in that volume, I have included his detailed biography here. 
He was born in 1326 A.H. [4 Feb 08-22 Jan 09], in Arak. He studied 
the preliminaries and part of other levels from the great teachers of 
his birthplace. When Qom Theological Center was founded, the foun- 
der of the Center, Grand Ayatollah Hayeri Yazdi, moved to Qom from 
Arak at the insistence of the people of Qom and Tehran, For 40 
nights, all the prayer leaders in Qom closed their own sessions to 
join his congregation. Hence, he was faced with the requests of the 
people of Qom and Tehran who wanted him to reside in Qom and trans- 
fer the theological center of Arak to Qom, He was hesitant and con- 
sulted the Koran to see whether he should do so. The Koran performed 
a miracle, as always, one of those unforgetable miracles. The verse 
he opened to was, "Then come ye here to me together with your 
family,'' were Joseph sent a message to his father and brothers that 
he had become the ruler of Egypt and asked them to come with their 
entire families to him, 


The late Hayeri wrote to them all, quoting the verse, to move with 
their wives and children. 
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At that time, he |Sadra] was 16 and his parents would not consent. He 
asked the late Ayatollah Hayeri, thinking the continuation of his 
education a religious duty, and decided to go to Qom without the con- 
sent of his parents; but, fortunately, they consented in the end and 


wept for joy. Hence, he moved to Qom, among the faithful who had 
-owardas God, and he completed the levels in Qom, He atten- 
ond round of the lesson on principles and religious juris- 
“f om the beginning. Before that lesson, every morning he 
end the lesson of the late Ayatollah Yasrebi, who was one of 


would att 
the outstandins students of the late Ayatollah Ziya'eddin Araqi, and 
stu ed"Kefayeh" with the late Ayatollah Mirza Mohammad Sabeti Hamadani. 


He studied some of 'Fara'ed" with Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohemmad Taqi 
Khorasani and philosophy with the late Ayatollah Haj Mirza Mohammad 
'Ali Shahabadi. He also studied "Makaseb" with these two honorable 
scholars. He studied'Manzumeh-ye Hekmat’ and"Rasa'el-e Sheykh." In 
1343 A.H. [2 Aug 24-21 Jul ae ae when the grand ayatollahs of Najaf 
(the late Esfahani, Na'ini, etc., who were exiled to Iran and Qom 
where tney began to teach, he was very much devoted to the late 
Ayatollah Esfahani . . . | as published). 


When the usurping, tyrannical, ' archical rule of Reza Khan (the 
atheist) occurred, despite the . <¢% that the theological students 
had finished their examinations and had permits, the agents of hell 
chased the inhabitants of Paradise to "the gate of Paradise" of 'Ali 
ebn-e Ja'far and even into Paradise itself. (It has been said that 
one gate of Paradise opens into Qom.) When the agents were entering 
Feyziyyeh School, the theological students threw themselves from the 
second story of the dormitories into the river. 


The criminal functionaries of Reza Khan, under his instructions-- 
despite the presence of Grand Ayatollahs Hayeri, Qomi, Esfahani, and 
others--uncovered the women (or uncovered their private parts) and 
attacked the shrine of the eighth imam--peace be upon him--with 
annons and guns. Those of the scholarly community who knew a safe 
nlace took refuge and the rest were facing at every minute of every 
hour the wolves in human form who were the government criminal agents, 
Mr Sadra, distressed, went to Arak and began preaching in order to 
Support the oxsphanage which he financially supported. 


In this way, he both served his father's family and also guided the 


n 1357 A.H. [3 Mar 38-20 Feb 39], when the decree of the uniforms 
of jackets, trousers, and Pahlavi hats was issued and legalized, when 
it was ratified by the sinister Majles, in accordance with this law, 
thousands of tricks and means were devised, a number of people could 
wear uniforms as one of the three ranks of Mohaddes [narrator of 
traditions], Mojtahed [theologian], Modarres [teacher of theology ], 
and those in charce of non-litigious affairs and prayer leaders 


as nublished]. And the Jewish rabbis, Christian priests, and 


_— — 
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Zoroastrian disciples had to have special permits from the Ministry 
of Culture and Science at that time, 


in short, the life history of his eminence is quite detailed and is 
deserving of a separate book. As far as it has been possible, I have 
selected a condensed summary for the public. He led prayers, propa- 
cated the laws of Islam, enlightened minds, and spread Islamic culture, 
especially the school of religious rule, in the city of Arak. He has 
rendered significant services in that city and its vicinities and has 
left some monuments. Then, he travelled to Tehran, where he resided 
at the insistence and under the pursuasion of the Araki people in the 
capitol and began leading prayers and religious propagation in the 
mosque of his fellow townspeople. Among his good deeds, he has *foun- 
ded a library with a collection of about 3,000 different useful reli- 
cious books endowed for public use. He has buiit nine small and one 
large store to provide for the expenses of weter, electricity, and 
the attendants of the mosque, and the remainder for the imam of the 
mosque, which are now in use. 


Mr Sadra's talks are complete, decisive, and informative. Many of 
those who have lost religion repent and return to religion, prayers, 
and religious beliefs because of his preaching, advice, and sermons, 


He has a poetic style which is quite interesting, literary, and lear- 
ned. I have quoted the verses that his honor haS omposed and sent 
to me about the oil industry and its values for the seekers of 
knowledge and learned people so that they can become acquainted with 
his philosophical aptitude, 


TAHERI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Aqa Jalal Taheri Esfahani is one of the 
contemporary, crusading, and outstanding scholars of Esfahan. He 
was born about 1347 A.H. [20 Jun 28-8 Jun 29] in Hoseynabad, Esfahan, 
which has now become a part of the city. He studied Persian and 
introductory literature in Esfahan and went to Qom during the time 
of the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi and studied the higher levels 
from the great teachers of the Center. He attended the lessons of 
Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, Ayatollah Mohaqqeq Damad, and Grand 
Ayatollah and deputy of the Imam, Khomeyni, and benefited from the 
above-mentioned and others. Since he was known among his fellow 
students for his sharp intellect, he got ahead of some of his peers 
and began teaching and leading discussions, After the exile of 

the deputy of the Imam, he returned to Esfahan, led prayers, taught, 
and strugsled against the oppressors of the tyrannical regime, He 
was arrested several times by the functionaries of the criminal 
deposed shah, was imprisoned, and was later freed. Last year, he 
house was raided by the viscious agents of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi-- 
God's curse upon him--~and was captured by those executioners. This 
time, the people of Esfahan rose up, condemned the government, 
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leclare:’ their support for the clergy and the imam of the nation, and 
demanded his freedom even by sacrificing the blood of the beloved 


This writer says: Mr Taheri is one of the bright faces among the 

ecruseders ot Esfahan Province. He had a Share in this movement and 
its victory. He is now heading the Committees of Esfahan and works 
tround the clock to serve and bring to fruition the sacred uprising. 


rhe sources Of emulation, especially Grand Ayatollah Khomeyni, are 
fond of him. He now leads prayers in the Jomteh Mosque of Esfahan 


and suides the people in his sermons, 
TIAYER. TABASIL 


>slam Haj Seyyed ‘'Alinagqi, son of Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed 
Hayeri Tabasi, is one of the contemporary scholars and prayer 
leaders of the Gowharshad Mosque in Mashhad. AS was mentioned in 
Vol 6, p 32, he was born in Karbala and after finishing the prelimi- 
naries and other levels and lessons under the tutelage of the scho- 
lars anc grand ayatollahs of Karbala, and after the death of his 
father, he traveled to Mashhad, resided in that city, and succeeded 
in bacoming the prayer leader of the above-mentioned masque. He has 
both published and unpublished works, Among them, "Danestaniha-ye 
Sudmand ya Kashkul-e Tabasi"in two volumes, has gone through several 
orintings and is well received and used by the public. In the 
author's opinion, the above-mentioned book is very interesting and 
useful and the variety of its subjects will not bore the reader. 
Amone the delightful subjects of Vol 2, p 258, which has been quoted 
from"Tafsir-e Abolfotuh Razi," Vol 1, p 137, is the following story. 


Hojjatoleslam, model for upright scholars, and a special learned man, 
al-Haj al-Sheykh ‘Abbas, son of the late Karbalia'i Mohammad Tasuji, 
is one of the outstanding scholars of the Qom Theological Center, 

He was born in 1305 [21 Mar 26-20 Mar 2/7], equal to 1346 A.H. 

f1 Jul 27-19 Jun 28; as published ], in the city of Tasuj. He studiec 
the preliminaries in Tabriz. Then in 1366 A.H. [25 Nov 46-14 Nov 47, 
on the 40th day after the death of the late Grand Ayatollah Haj Aqa 
Hoseyn Qomi--may God sanctify his grave--he came to Qom, where he 
eomnleted the higher levels with the preat teachers. He then atten- 
ied the lessons of the late Grand Ayatollah Hojjat Kuhkamari, Grand 
Ayatollah Hoseyn Tabataba'i Borujerdi, and some of the other ayatol- 
lahs and benefited from their instructions and discussions. Later, 
he began teachins and his house was open to everyone, especially to 
the enthusiasts, seekers, and those who wait for his holiness the 
Imam of Time | Mehdi |~-may God speed up his return. Every day in his 
house there is a gathering of the faithful and scholars. He is full 
of love and desire to see his holiness Mehdi--may my soul and that 
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of the whole world be sacrificed for him. The following verses 
explain his thoughts and emotions. 


m ANT ID 
- f 1V Al I 


Hojtatoleslam Aaa Sheykh ‘Abbas Tavari, son of Aqa Mohammed Tavari 
Yazdi, is one of the contemporary scholars from Yazd in Qcm Theologi- | 
cal Center, He was born about 1310 [21 Mar 31-20 Mar 32] in Yazd and | 
in 1375 721 Mar 46-20 Mar 47], at the age of 15, he began studying 
theology and learned the preliminaries and literature with the great 
teachers of Yazd, such as Ayatollah Sheykh Mohammad 'Olumi, Aaa 
Sheykh Ahmad ‘Olumi, the Modarresis, Haj Seyyed Mohammad, the late 
Seyyed ‘Alireza Modarresi. Later, in 1335 [21 Mar 56-20 Mar 57]. he 
traveled to holy Najaf and benefited from the instructions of Grand 
Ayatollah Kho'i, the late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Hoseyn Heili, Ayatol- 
aly Haj Seyyed Yahya Modarresi, Mirza Hasan, and others. In 1339 
[21 Mar 60-20 Mar 61], he returned to Iran to reside in Qom where he 
eee By from the lessons of Grand Ayatollahs Khomeyni, Mar'ashi, 
Golpayegani, Shari'atmadari, and Damad. In 1355 [21 Mar 76-20 Mar 77 | 
he returned to his birthplace after 30 years of study and began to 
teach the higher levels at Yazd Theological Center, He has pursued 
no profession, such as leading prayers or preaching. 


'ERFANI 


Hojjatoleslam and perfect scholar, Haj Seyyed Yunes 'Erfani is another 
one of the bright faces among the contemporary crusading and active 
scholars of Tehran. He was born in 1313 | 21 Mar 34-20 Mar 381, equal 
to 1354 A.H. [5 Apr 35-23 Mar 36; as published], in Tavalesh. In 
1327 [21 Mar 48-20 Mar 49], he went to Ardebil, where he studied 
literature and some of the levels. In 1329 [21 Mar 50-20 Mar 51], he 
moved to Qom and completed the higher levels with Ayatollah Soltani, 
Ayatollah Haj Mirza 'Ali Meshgini, and others. He then benefited 
from the lessons of the late Grand Ayatollahs Borujerdi and 
Shari'atmadari and the deputy of the Imam, Grand Ayatollah Khomeyni. 
In 1343 [21 Mar 64-20 Mar 65], in the early days of the imam's exile, 
he was transferred to Tehran, where he resided on Hashemi Street in 
western Tehran and began to lead prayers, propagate the Islamic pre- 
cepts, enlighten minds, and spread Islamic culture. He has rendered 
sienificant and worthy services, including founding a library with a 
collection of beneficial books, especially for the younger genera- 
tion. In addition to these duties, Mr 'Erfani has frequently 
traveled for more services to Pakistan, Egypt, Lebanon, and Saudi 
Arabia and has participated in Islamic conferences and given interes- 
ting tal’.s which have astonished and brought praise from the scholars 
intellectuals, and upper level students. Bapoet et iy in his recent 
trin to Lebanon on behalf of Ayatollah Shari'atmadari to participate 
in the memorial ceremonies for the martyred Professor Morteza 
Mottahari, organized by Lebanese scholars and students, he gave an 


26 











stonishine, important speech, which was reported in the newspapers 
of that country and other places, 


In short, his eminence is one of the bright stars and self-sacrificing 
struscslers engaged in words and action at all times in crusading and 
in religious services. This, itself, would require a separate book 
which, unfortunately, cannot be accomplished here. 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hoseyn, son of the learned lecturer 
Haj Sheykh Mohammad Tagqi 'Andalib Hamadani, is one of the respected 
contemporary scholars and prayer leaders of Hamadan, who leads 
prayers, gives gsuidance, and propagates religious precepts in Haji 
Mosque of Hamadan., He was born in Hamadan and finished his education 
in that city and in Qom. He then returned to Hamadan, where he 
started his religious services. 


de has authored beneficail works. His honorable brother was the late 

Oojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hasan Qavam al-Shari'tah Tehrani, 
who resided in Rey and engaged in spiritual and social duties, In 
1387 A.H. [1 Apr 67-30 Mar 68], he went to Najaf and after a pilgri- 
mage to the holy shrines, he answered the call of the Almighty and 
was buried in Vadi al-Salam near the shrine of his holiness, 


In Vol 4, p 687, of "Ganjineh," we mentioned his late honor and the 
noble family of Qavam and ‘Andalib. 


ae at T A 
GHAR AVI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Mirza 'Ali Gharavi Tabrizi, whose bio- 
sraphy was briefly contained in Vol 7, p 285, is one of the bright 
stars of Najaf Theological Center. His eminence has authored several 
scholarly works, which include"Al-Tanqih dar Sharh-e ‘'Orvatolvosaa, 
in 20 volumes, of which 6 volumes nave been publisned. This work, 
which consists of the lecture notes of Grand Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 
Abolaasem Kho'i, is very comprehensive and is used by scholarly 
centers. 


Ayatollah Gharavi's teaching sessions in Najaf have become of signi- 
ficant interest to scholars. His lectures are comprehensive and 
fruitful and a large number of scholars and students benefit from 
LunemMm, 


tie enjoys the reputation of a man of good character and special posi- 
tion amons the scholars of Najaf and Azarbayejan--may God increase 
the likes of him and may God add to his success, 











GHAFURI 


Hojjatoleslam Dr ‘Ali Golzar Ghafuri is also one of the bright stars 
of scholarship and learning. 


He was born about 1345 A,H. [12 Jul 26-30 Jun 27] in Qazvin, After 
studying the preliminaries in his birthplace and in Tehran, he went 
to Qom, where he studied the intermediary and higher levels with the 
great teachers of the Center. Later, he participated in the lessons 
of the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, Grand Ayatollah and deputy of 
he Imam Khomeyni, and others and benefited from lessons in religious 
jurisprudence and principles. He resided for a few years in Gilan, 
Damavand, and rendered religious and spiritual services. He then was 
transferred to Tehran to teach and study and to obtain a doctorate 
from the University of Tehran. For this purpose, he also traveled to 
Europe and France, where, because of his intellectual abilities, he 
finisned his specialization in six months and received a doctorate. 
de then returned to Tehran, where he began authoring current useful 
books for the young generation and the intelligentsia. Through his 
work, he has participated in bringing about the revolution and its 
victory. 


This author says: 


I have known his honor closely for a long time. Among the friends 
and scholars of the Center, he is known for being pious, of high 
character, a man of few words, and a thinker. 


On 2 Tir 1358 [24 Jun 79], equal to 28 Rajab 1399 A.H., he partici- 
pated in an interesting interview on television concernign the Consti- 
tution of the Islamic Republic, which was watched by most peopie. He 
has authored many books, of which the following are available to this 
author: 


1, "Sargozasht va Shahadat-e Hashtomin Emam-e Shi'ayan Hazrat-e kmam 
Reza" [The Biography and Martyrdom of the Eighth Imam of the Shi'ites, 
His Holiness Imam Reza], published. 


2. "Shenakht-e Eslam"[ Understanding Islam], authored with Dr Seyyed 
Mohammad Beheshti and Dr Mohammad Javad Bahonar, published, 


3. "Rah va Rasm-e Zendegi az Nazar-e Emam-e Sajjad"[The Way to Live 
According to Imam Sajjad], published. 


4, "Yaddashtha'i dar Bareh-ye Nihilism, Nahgara'i, Puchgara'i" | Notes 
on Nihilism, Negativism, and Absurdity ], published, 


5. "Ba Nasturat-e Eslam Ashna Shavid" [ Become Familiar with Islamic 
Instructions], published. 
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6, "Barnam-e Iman Avardehha" [In the Name of the Believers], Vols 1-5, 
oublished, 


7. "Biya'tid Inguneh Bashim" [Let Us Be This Way]. 
FAYYAZ 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Ahmad Fayyaz, son of the late 
Hojjatoleslam Haj Molla Mustafa Forushani Sedeh'i is one of the res- 
nected contemporary scholars and great teachers of Esfahan. He was 
born on 17 Zelqa'deh 1324 A.H. [2 Jan 07], was reared in a household 
of learning, and studied the preliminaries up to"Sayuti"in his 
birthplace. He then went to Esfahan in 1341 A.H. [24 Aug 22- 

13 Aug 23] and till 1364 A.H. [17 Dec 44-5 Dec 45] he studied reli- 
sious jurisprudence and principles with the great teachers of 
Esfahan, such as the iate Ayatollah Seyyed 'Ali Najafabadi, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Mehdi Dorcheh'i, and Ayatollah Haj Mirza Mohammad Sadeq 
Yazdabadi. Then, in that year, he went to Najaf and for about five 
years in Najaf Theological Center he benefited from the instructions 
of the late Grand Ayatollah Mirza 'Abdolhadi Shirazi, Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh Mohammad Kazem Shirazi, Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mahmud Shahrudi, 
and Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Jamalolddin Golpayegani in religious juris- 
prudence and principles. In 1369 A.H. [ 24 Oct 49-12 Oct 50], he 
returned to Esfahan and has since been leading prayers, teaching 

such things as religious jurisprudence, and engaged in other religious 
services. 


GOLPAYECANI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad, son of Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh Ja'far Mojtahed Golpayegani (born 1300 [21 Mar 21-20 Mar 22], 
died 1339 [21 Mar 60-20 Mar 61]), finished his education in Tehr 1 
and went to Najaf where he lived for 10 years and benefitec from the 
lessons of Ayatollah Seyyed Abolhasan Esfahani and Ayatollah Na'ini. 
He received permits for the practice of religious jurisprudence from 
both. He studied important personalities with Ayatollah Seyyed 
Abutorab Khonsari and received permits for traditional narration from 
him. Then, he went to Qom and benefited from Ayatollah Hayeri Yazdi 
and was awarded a permit for the practice of religious jurisprudence 
by him. But the spring of his life did not last and at the age of 
40, in 1339, equal to 1380 A.H. [26 Jun 60-14 Jun 61], he passed 
away. He was buried with honors by Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani in 
New Cemetary. He left behind a learned son, Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh 
'Abbas Gharani, who lives in Qom and is known for his learning and 
piety. 


LAHUTI 


Hojjatoleslam and the pride of contemporary scholars, Haj Sheykh 
Mohsen Lahuti is one of the scholars of the Qom Theological Center 
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and one of the contemporary crusading propagators of Tehran. He was 
born in the Suburbs of Rudsar and after studying the preliminaries, 
he went to Qom, where he studied the intermediary and higher levels 
with the teachers of Qom. He benefited from the lessons of the grand 
ayatollahs of Qom, such as the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, Grend 
Ayatollah and deputy of the Imam, Khomeyni, the late Ayatollah 
Mohaqgea, and others. He then began nis religious services and pro- 
pagation in Tehran. From the beginning of the movement for religious 
cuardianship, he was on the front lines of the clergy, establishing 
provincial and urban societies. In all his talks and speeches, he 
criticized the government and protested against the hated, tyrannical 
ruling regime and its American and Israeli masters. He was arrested 
frequently by the criminal functionaries of the organization for 
(anti-) security [SAVAK ], wes tortured, and spent several years in 
Komiteh and Evin prisons. He was freed when the people pressured the 
government to free political prisoners and he returned to his strug- 
gle against the regime until--with the help of God--the regime of 
tyrannical monarchy was overthrown, Pahlavi escaped, and the Deputy of 
the Imam returned home from Paris. Mr Lahuti, together with the late 
martyred Professor Motahhari--where this humble servant was also 
present-—-entered the plane carrying the imam and welcomed him. In all 
stages, he has rendered significant services and has been appointed 
to great positions by the great leader, such as supervision cf the 
barracks (Baghshah) and formation of the Revolutionary Army. 


This author says: His honor is one of the pious and learned scholars 
of Gilan who is known for his generosity and praiseworthy character. 


MAZANDERAN 


The respected scholar and religious practicioner Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 
Musa Mazanderani, who was mentioned in Vol 4 of "Ganjinen-ye Danesh- 
mandan,' p 553, is a revered scholar and expert among the contemporary 
learned men of Tehran. He has many valuable works, including"Al'aqd 
al-Monir Fima Yata'alaq"(Beldara hem valedananir), in 20 volumes, of 
whicn 4 volumes have been published. Among the scholars of Tehran, 
he is a rare personality, the like of whom must teach in Qom and 
Najaf Centers, where scholars can benefit from his lessons, In 

1339 A.H, [15 Sep 20-3 Sep 21] and early 1358 [21 Mar 79-20 Mar 80], 
when I was with him in Iraq, I witnessed that Najaf Theological 
Center honored him, especially Grand Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Abolqasem 
Kho'i respected him immensely and insisted that he stay in Najaf, 
saying that the thousand-year-old Center needed the likes of him, 

A number of other scholars, too, requested that he stay. 


MODARRES AFGHANI 
Hojjatoleslam Sheykh Mohammad ‘Ali, son of Morad 'Ali Taqaddoni 


Saberi, known as Modarres, is one of the stars of the scholarly 
communities of Najaf and Qom. He was born in 1330 A.H. [22 Dec 11- 
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10 Dec 12] and studied his preliminaries and other levels in holy 
Mashhad. In 1347 A.H. [20 Jan 28-8 Jan ag he walked from Mashhad 
to Najaf and after one year he arrived at the center of Shi'ism. In 
Najaf, he studied the remaining levels with respected teachers such 
as the late Mirza Hasan Rashti, Ayatollah Hakim, Ayatollah Kho'i, 
Sheykh Nasrollah Rashti, Haj Sheykh ‘Abdolsaffar Eslami, and Sheykh 
Mohammad Rashti. He then attended the lessons of Grand Ayatollas 
Esfahani and Na'ini, Ziya'oddin 'Araqi, Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hoseyn 
Kashefolgheta', Sheykh Mohammad ‘Ali Kazemeyni, and Mirza Aga 
Estahbanati and reached the high levels of perfection and learning. 
He then began teaching various levels Such as Soyuti, Moghni, 
"Motavval," "Lom'eh," and'Kefayeh." Because of his articulateness, his 
perfect control, and scholarly expertise, he became famous in a very 
short time and became one of the official, first rank teachers of the 
levels. His students increased every day and during 40 years of 
teaching, he trained great and worthy students, every one of whom have 
reached the highest levels and are engaged in teaching and doing 
other scholarly and religious services in the theological centers of 
Najaf, Qom, and other places. 


Mr Modarres is highly regarded by the scholars and sources of emula-~ 
tion, who endorse his rank, piety, perfection, and religious learning 
in writing and orally, some of whom are as follows, 


His eminence traveled to Afghanistan at the time of the late Ayatol- 
lah Esfahani at the invitation and request of the people of that 
country and at the instruction of Ayatollah Esfahani. He rendered 
significant services such as establishing a Theological Center. He 
then returned to Najaf, where he resumed teaching. Towards the end 
of 1394 A.H. [25 Feb 74-13 Jan 75], like thousands of others, he was 
deported from Iraq to Iran. Since that time he has lived in the 
scholarly and religious city of Qom, where he is engaged, as he was 
in Najaf, in teaching the levels and hundreds of serious students 
benefit from his lectures and lessons, 


MODARRES QARACHEHDAGHI 


Hojjatoleslam, the late Haj Mirza Monammad 'Ali Modarres 
Qarachehdaghi, son of Hojjatoleslam Molla ‘Ali, was one of the great 
scholars and teachers of the higher levels in Tabriz. He was born 
about 1265 A.H. [27 Nov 1848-16 Nov 1849] in Avansar in the suburbs 
of Tabriz. His late father brought him to Tabriz at the age of 14. 
He began his studies in the Talebiyyeh School, which is the center 
for the students of religious scholarship in Azarbayejan. At the 
ase of 25, he finished the preliminaries and other levels. And for 
five years, he studied with the late Grand Ayatollah Haj Mirza 
Mohammad 'Ali, the head of the Qarachehdaghi family. 
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MADANI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Mohammad Madani Gonabadi is one of the con- 
temporary crusading scholars and propagators of Khorasan in Gonabad, 
He was born about 1345 A.H. [12 Jul 26-20 Jun 27] in Gonabad. After 
studying the preliminaries, literature, and other levels in Mashhad 
and benefiting from the scholars of Mashhad Theological Center, he 
went to Najaf, where he studied religious jurisprudence and principles 
with the grand ayatollahs, especially the late Grand Ayatollah 
Shahrudi. He received permits and scholarly degrees and returned to 
Tran and his birthplace, Gonabad, which was the center for the pro- 
paganda of the superstitions of the Gonabad Sufis "Molla Soltan'ali" 
and his misguided son. There was an urgent need for a well-informed 
leader and generous, crusading propagator such as he. He adhered 
strictly to the verse: "The people will be cautioned if they return 
to them."' He bégan leading prayers, propagating the religion, expo- 
the false ideas of the Sufis and seriously callenging them. As a 
result, they were abolished, the public was enlightened and saved, 
and their false propagations were put to an end, 


In addition to fighting the dervishes and Sufism, Mr Madani has 
rendered significant services in earthquake-stricken areas of 
Qayenat, Gonabad, and Tabas by building houses, treating the injured 
and victims of earthquakes, rescuing a number of people from death, 
and giving much aid to those who survived the earthquakes. In the 
recent revoluiton of Iran, he has had a great share in the region 
because he was the leader of the crusaders, the youth, and the cru- 
sading, brave, Moslem people of that area who fought against the 
tyrant and his criminal agents and who fought decisively with the 
hated regime of the deposed shah "Mohammad Reza Pahlavi" which ended 
--with the help of God--in the overthrow of the dictatorial monarchy 
and the declaration of the Islamic Republic under the leadership of 
Grand Ayatollah Imam Khomeyni. 


MOQADDASI (SHIRAZI) 


HOojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Mirza Abolhasan Moqaddasi, known as 
Shirazi, is one of the contemporary respected scholars and prayer 
leaders of Mashhad. He was born about 1335 A.H. [28 Oct 16-16 Oct 17 | 
and after early training in the preliminaries and literature, he went 
to Najaf, where he completed the texts of religious jurisprudence and 
principles with Grand Ayatollahs Esfahani and Mirza Na'ini, Ayatollah 
'Aragi, his father-in-law, Grand Ayatollah Haj Sheykh ‘Ali Mohammad 
Najafi Borujerdi, who was a distinguished scholar, and other 
ayatollahns. He reached the high levels of scholarship and knowledge. 
In ethics and culture, he benefived from"Jamalossalehin" and 
"Qoduhonnasekin" of the spiritual scholar, the late Haj Seyyed 'Ali 
Qazi Tabataba'i. In 1384 A.H. [15 May 64-1 May 65], after the death 
of Grand Ayatollah Seyyed A'dolhadi Shirazi, he returned to Iran and 
resided next to the shrine of the eighth imam, ‘Ali ebn Mosa al-Reza, 
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and by leading prayers, he engaged in guarding the threshhold of 
his holiness. 


this writer says: His eminence Moqaddasi Shirazi is truly a generous 
and pious scholar and is known for his virtues and moral conduct. He 
is known for being patient and for being a peace-maker, 


Among his offspring is his brave son Seqqatoleslam Haj Mirza Mohammad 
Hasan Moqeddasi, the revered son-in-law of Hojjatoleslam and the 

great learned man Haj Mirza Hasan Mostafavi, who is one of hte famous 
speakers and orators of Tehran, a true defender of religious guardian- 
ship and a crusader against imperialism and the vile, ugly, hated 
regime of the tyrant Pahlavi. 


ABTAHI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Morteza, the head of the mono- 
theistic house of Abtahi, son of the late Seyyed 'Ali, son of Seyyed 
Mohammad 'Ali, son of Scyyed Mohammad Hoseyn, son of Mir Mohammad 
Taagi, known as "Lehlcn," is one of the great seyyeds of the Musavi 
line in Esfahan, whose lineage extends to his holiness Musa ebn 
Ja'far, and it is endorsed by great scholars and prominent Musavi 
seyyeds, such as the father of the author of "Rowzat." His eminence 

is one of the famous contemporary scholars and prayer leaders of 
Esfahan who was born about 1319 A.H. [20 Apr 01-9 Apr 02], equal to 
1278 [21 Mar 1899-20 Mar 1900; as published|, in Esfahan. He was 
reared in a household of greatness and after studying the prelimina- 
ries, literature, and the texts of religious jurisprudence and 
principles with the great teachers of Esfahan, he became the honored 
son-in-law of the pious learned scholar Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad 
Taqi Fagin Ahmadabadi, the author of "Makyal al-Makarem." He attended 
the lessons of the learned masters of traditional and rational 
thought, Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 'Ali Najafabadi, Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 
Mohammad Najafabadi, the author of *+he marginal notes on"Kafayeh,' 
the late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Reza Najafi, author of 
"Vagayat al-Azhean" and other ayatollahs. 


In the science of medicine he is considered among the highest and 
best known teachers. He is known for his studies and teaching. 
Scholars in the Esfahan Theological Center benefit from his teachings 
in literature and various levels of the principles and religious 
jurisprudence and most people in Esfahan benefit from his Islamic 
teaching. 


His brave sons are all considered among the highest scholars of the 
theological centers of Qom, Najaf, and Esfahan. They are: 


1. Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad Bager, who is one of the teachers 
of Qom Theological Center. 
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2 Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad ‘Ali, who is one of the teachers of 
th theological centers of Najaf and Esfahan. 


3. Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed 'Ali, who is among the scholars of Qom 
Theological Center. 


4. Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Mohammad Reza (the revered son-in-law of 
Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani). 


5. Hojjatoleslam Haj Aqa Hojjat, among the scholars of Esfahan. 


6. Roknoleslam Hasan Aga, among the scholars of Qom Theological 
Center. 


7.  Roknoleslam Hoseyn Aqa, among the scholars of Qom Theological 
Center. 


MOVVAHED ABTAHI 


Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad Bager Movvahed Abtahi is the first son 
of Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Movvahed Abtahi and the descendent of 
the late Ayatollah Mottagqi Haj Seyyed Mohammad Tagi Faqih Ahmadabadi. 
He was born in 1346 A.H. [1 Jul 27-19 Jun 28] on the second night of 
the blessed month of Ramazan to a household of knowledge and piety. 
He studied religious jurisprudence and principles in the theological 
center (Sadr School of Esfahan) with his honorable father and the 
famous teachers of Esfahan, including Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Rahim 
Arbab and Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mahmud Mofid. In the month of 
Rabi'ol avval 1365 A.H. [Feb 46], he moved to Qom, where he resided 
in Hojjatiyyeh School and attended the lessons of the late Ayatollah 
Hojjat as well as those of the great leader, Grand Ayatollah 
Borujerdi. Despite the fact that he was less than 20 years old, his 
comments and his participation in the discussions were noted by his 
eminence. He studied the books"Qaza'"and"Shahadat" with Grand 
Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Ahmad Khonsari. In 1370 A.H. [13 Oct 50- 

1 Oct 51], he went to Najaf to benefit from the theological center in 
that city and from great ayatollahs and teachers such as Mirza 
'Abdolhadi Shirazi, Ayatollah Shahrudi, and Ayatollah Kho'i. However, 
because of the extremely hot climate of Najaf, he had to return to 
Qom, where he studied research methods, religious jurisprudence, the 
life history of prominent men, tradition, and interpretation with 
Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, the deputy of the Imam, Grand Ayatollah 
Khomeyni, Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani, Mr Shari'atmadari, Haj Sheykh 
Mohammad ‘Ali Araki, and the late Mohaqqeq Yazdi. He also studied 
philosophy and medicine with the great philosopher 'Allameh 
Tabataba'i as well as Avicenna's"Oanun"with his revered father and 
'Allameh Haj Mirza Mohammad Tabibzadeh. Meanwhile, he began teaching 
the higher levels of religious jurisprudence and principles. He now 
has a research and teaching circle in which a number of scholars and 
bright students benefit from his lectures, 
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He has authored a number of works, here cited for the scholars: 


1. The sections on "Zakat," "Khoms," "Sowm," and "E'tekaf" of the 
"Jame'olahadis" of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, co-authored with Hojja- 
toleslam Haj Javad Khandagqabadi, Haj Jalal Golpayegani, and Haj 
Seyyed Mohammad 'Ali Movvahed Abtahi (his revered brother) and was 
presented to his late eminence and published after his death with 
revisions by and verification of Grand Ayatollah Kho'i. 


MOVVAHED ABTAHI 


Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad 'Ali is the second son of Hojjatoleslam 
Haj Seyyed Morteza and the grandson of Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad 
Tagi Facih Ahmadabadi, the author of "Makyalal-Makarem." His eminence. 
is among the religious jurists, masters of traditional and rational 
thought, and a teacher of the theological centers of Najaf and 
Esfahan, 


He was born in Esfahan on 26 Safar 1349 A.H. [22 Jul 30]. After 
Persian studies, he engaged in Arabic and studied most of the books 
of grammar, syntax, and logic with his honorable father. He studied 
the system of logic of Haj Sabzevari with the great master Ayatollah 
Haj Sheykh Mohammad Reza Kalbasi. He studied"Sharh-e WNafisi' and 
"Sharh-e Asbab" with his father and part of"Qanun"with the famous 
teacher Ayatollah Haj Mirza 'Ali Shirazi. He studied principles and 
religious jurisprudence up to proficiency and"Makaseb-e Sheykh" with 
the revered teachers of the Esfahan Theological Center, including 
Ayatollah Arbab and Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mahmud Mofid. 


In 1364 A.H. [17 Dec 44-5 Dec 45], he went to the sacred theological 
center (Qom) and did most of his training in philosophy with the 
creat philosopher and revered scholar Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad 
Hoseyn Tabataba'i, the author of "Al-Mizan." 


He also attended the lessons of his eminence on"Shafa'" and other 
works of Avicenna as well as other subjects. In religious jurispru- 
dence and principles, he attended the lessons of the grand ayatollahs 
and teachers of the Center, including the late Grand Ayatollah 
Borujerdi and Crand Ayatollah Hojjat. He was considered among the 
most outstanding scholars, authors, and teachers of the Center. In 
the teachings of Ayatollah Borujerdi, he was noted for his questions 
which endeared him to his late eminence. He is one of the authors 

of the valuable book 'Jame' al-Hadis." 


In the month of Rabi' al-avval of 1374 A.H. [Oct-Nov 54], he went to 
Najaf and attended the lessons of Ayatollah Hakim, Ayatollah seyyed 
'Abdolhadi, and Ayatollah Kho'i. After the death of his great 
teacher, Ayatollah Borujerdi, he exclusively devoted his time to 
teaching religious jurisprudence and principles.and writing, and a 
number of scholars attended his lessons. 
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After the tragic event of the expulsion of the scnolars of the Najaf 
Theological Center and the Iranians, he returned to Iran on 

10 Jamadi al-sani 1394 A.H. [1 Jul 74], due to a heart condition, and 
has Since been teachings religious jurisprudence, principles, interpre- 
tation, and the life history of prominent men in the Esfahan Theologi- 
cal Center and the people of this city benefit from him, 


MOHAJERANI 


HOjjatoleslam and great scholar Haj Mirza Ja'far, son of Ayatollah 
Haj Mirza Mohammad Bager Mohajerani Hamadani, is one of the learned 
men of QOom Theological Center. He was porn in 1352 A.H. [ 26 Apr 33- 
15 Apr 34] in Hamadan. He studied the preliminaries in the school of 
the late Akhund Molla 'Ali Hamadani and in 1368 A.H. [3 Nov 48- 

23 Oct 49], he went to Qom. He then benefited for a period of three 
years from the lessons of the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi. After 
his death, he attended the lessons of Grand Ayatollas Khomeyni, 
Snari'atmadari, Golpayegani, and Najafi Mar'ashi. Meanwhile, he 

ma ea trip to Najaf where he stayed for some time and benefited from 
Grand Ayatollah Kho'i and deputy of the Imam, Khomeyni. During the 
revolution, he traveled widely to awaken the people and suffered many 
difficulties. 


He has founded or authored the following: 


(1) A mosque in Lakamehsar, Lahijan; (2) a mosque in Kurijan, Hamadan; 
(3) a mosque named after the 12th imam in Mohajeran. 


His works: (1)"Manasek-e Haj"[The Ritual of the ea: in accordance 
with the five denominations of Islam: (a) Ja'fari, (b) Hanafi, 
(c) Shafe'i, (d) Maleki, and (e) Hanbali. 


(2) The lecture notes of the grand ayatollahs and teachers of Qom 
Theological Center, in manuscript form, 


MUSAVI MALAYERI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Javad Musavi Malayeri, son of the late 
Hojjatoleslam Seyyed Mahmud Malayeri, is among the contemporary 
scholars and prayer leaders of Tehran in Khazaneh Farahabad. He was 
born in 1301 [21 Mar 22-20 Mar 23], After studying the preliminaries 
with his late brother Haj Seyyed Hadi Malayeri, he studied for four 
years in 9om during the time of the three sources of emulation, 
Ayatollahs Hojjat, Khonsari, and Sadr, He studied for three years in 
Hamadan, in the school of Ayatollah Akhund Molla ‘Ali. He also lived 
fo some time in the village of Pari, Malayer, and benefited from his 
late brother Seyyed Hadi. He then came to Qom and benefited from the 
lessons of the late Grand Ayatolla Borujerdi, Grand Ayatollah 
Mar'ashi Najafi, and Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani. After the death 

of the late Ayatollah Borujerdi, he was invited to Tehran by a number 
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of peonle of Malayer residing in Tehran. Through his efiorts, a 

plot of land was bought in Khuzaneh Farahabacu in s7:*h Tehran and a 
mosque named after his holiness Musa ebn-e Ja'far > ‘UL11G. Since 
the completion of the mosque, with the aid of the pvople of that area, 
he hes been leading prayers in that mosque and doing religious ser- 
vices. He has also established a public library--may God increase the 
likes of him, 


MIR MOHAMMAD SADEQI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Mojtaba, descendent of the late Ayatollah 
Haj Seyyed Mohammad Baqer, Mir Mohammad Sadeqi is among the contempo- 
rary scholars, prayer leaders, and teachers of Esfahan. He is from a 
family of learning and on his mother's side, he is related to Mirza 
QOomi and Akhund Molla 'Ali Nuri. His revered mother is the daughter 
of the late Ayatollah Haj Monirroddin, son of Jamaleddin, son of Molla 
'Ali Borujerdi. His eminence was born around 1330 A.H. | 22 Dec 11- 
10 Dec 12! in Esfahan and was reared in a household of knowledge and 
virtue. After studying the preliminaries and other levels, he bene- 
fited from the late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Reza Najafi, 
Ayatollah Haj Mir Seyyed 'Ali Modarres Najafabadi, and Ayatollah 
Seyyed Mohammad Modarres Najafabadi, up to the level of practicioner 
of theology. He is engaged in religious services, including leading 
prayers in Al-Nabi Mosque of Esfahan, teaching in Sadr School of 
Esfahan, and religious propagation. 


TASUJI 


Ayatollah Haj Sheykh 'Ali Tasuji is one of the contemporary virtuous 
and generous scholars residing in holy Mashhad, He was born in 1325 
A.H. [14 Feb 07-3 Feb 08] in one of the villages of Tasuj called 
Dizaj. He studied the preliminaries in Tasuj and then went to 
Mashhad, where he benefited from the lessons of the late Ayatollah 
Haj Mirza Habibollah Maleki Tabrizi. After a few years, he returned 
home and engaged in leading prayers and other religious and spiritual 
services. He also resided in the city of Khoy and then went to 
Najaf, where he benefited from the late Ayatollah Hakim, Ayatollah 
Kho'i, and others. In 1394 A.H. [2& Feb 74-13 Jan 75], he returned 
to Iran due to an illness and for other reasons and has since been 
living in Mashhad, near the shrine of nis holiness Imam Abolhasan 
'Ali ebn-e Musa al-Reza, where he has engaged in teaching and bene- 
fiting others. He is one of the good friends of Ayatollah Haj Sheykh 
'Abbas Tasuji, who resides in Qom, Whenever he comes to Qom, he 
stays in the house of his eminence, who praises him for his virtues, 
piety, and generosity. 


The Astonishing and Instructive Revelation of Tasuji 


Here, I find it appropriate to mention the following astonishing 
revelation of the spiritual scholar and religious theologian, Haj 
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Sheykh ‘Abbas Tasuji, which has been a lesson for this writer and 
should be a model for others. He said: Once, life had become diffi- 
cult for me; I resorted to all the prayers that I had available to me 
and recited them, but no result ensued. One day, I begged God and 
wept a great deal, wondering what prayer I must recite to be acccpted. 
At night, when I went to sleep, I dreamed that I was in a desert, 

One side was green and pleasant with a stream running through it, the 
other side was barren, 


IT saw a reverent seyyed sitting next to the stream, the bottom of 
whose robe was in the water of the stream, and a madman was near him, 
The madman started to insult me. I thought that the madman spoke 
evil of me to the seyyed and, hence, from our first meeting, the 
seyyed would pay no attention to me. But I went closer. The madman 
ran away. I said to the seyyed: Dear sir, I am in difficulty. 

What prayer should I recite for God to answer me soon? He said: 
Recite "havamim" and offer it to her holiness Fatemeh. Then pray and 
God will answer you soon. I asred what "tavamim" was. He said: Ha 
va mim, the ha-mims of the Koran. I woke up and counted the ha-mims 
of the Koran. They are seven Suras. T recited them and offered 
them to her holiness Fatemeh Zahra and prayed. The next day my 
prayers were answered at that very hour and a resolution was provided 
which continues to date. 


i those Suras are as follows: (1) Ha-mim Tanzil, (2) Ha-mim Faslat, 
(3) Ha-mim Ghavar, (4) Ha-mim al-Ketab al-Mobin, (5) Ha-mim "Dokhan," 
(6) Ha-mim "Jathiyah," (7) Ha-mim "Ahqaf." 


MOMAYYEZ 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Ghadir 'Ali Momayyez is one of the contempo- 
rary scholars who serves and propagates the faith in Shahreza, He 
was born in Zelhajjeh in 1349 A.H. [29 May 30-18 May 31). He studied 
the preliminaries with Ayatollah Haj Mirza Nasrollah Zare'an and the 
other levels with Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mehdi Kamari in Sheykh 
'Abdolhoseyn School of Tehran. Also, in Mashhad, he studied with the 
late Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Hashem Qazvini and Haj Jalal Modarres. He 
studied literature with Mr Hashemi and learned astronomy and inter- 
pretation from the revered teacher ‘Allameh Mir Jahani. In Najaf, 

he studied '"Manzumeh-ye Sabzevari' with the late Hojjatoleslam Haj 
Mirza Mohammad ‘Ali Towhidi ‘ltabrizi and studied the higher levels 
with the late Haj Sheykh Sadra Badkubeh'i and Hojjatoleslam Haj 
Seyyed Abolqasem Kowkabi. He also benefited from the lessons of 
Ayatollah Haj Mirza Bagqer Zanjani, Ayatollah Hakim, Grand Ayatollah 
Kho'i, and Ayatollah Haj Seyyed 'Abdol'ala Sabzevari. He received 
permits and returned from Najaf to Shahreza, where he is engaged in 
relipious services, including leading prayers, propagating the reli- 
gious precepts, and upholding religious standards at the present 
time, when"Ganjineh"is being written. 


38 














HOSEYNI KASHANI 


The great learned late Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad al-—Mehdi--his 
grave be blessed--is the son of religious scholar Ayatollah Seyyed 
Mohammad Sadeq Hoseyni, who was one of the highest scholars of the 
house of Hoseyni KasShani seyyeds. 


He was a practical scholar, a perfect theologian, a pious ascetic, 

a chaste worshipper, and a learned teacher, who was distinguished 
for his knowledge of traditional and rational sciences. Most of his 
apprenticeship was completed with the grand theologian, the late 
Ayatollah Seyyed Hoseyn Kuhkamari, Grand Ayatollah Mirza Bozorg 
Shirazi, and others. A number of scholars were his students and 
have received permits from him. 


He has authored valuable works in various fields of knowledge, 
including religious jurisprudence, principles, philosophy, mathema- 
tics, and literature, which are placed in the library of the honorable 
son of the late scholar Haj Seyyed 'Ali Akbar Hoseyni and are now 
kept by his grandson Ayatollah Haj Seyyed ‘Abbas Kashani Hayeri, and 
which will hopefully be published through his efforts. His eminence 
lived in Najaf towards the end of his life, where he engaged in 
teaching and then passed away. Upon his death, he was honored with a 
sreat, magnificent funeral. The bazaar of Najaf as well as the 
theological centers closed. In accordance with his last will, he was 
buried in his private mausoleum in Vadi al-Salam. His tomb is famous 
and respected by the scholars and other faithful people. 


MEHDIPUR 


Hojjatoleslam Mirza 'Ali Akbar Mehdipur is one of the bright faces 
of virtue and knowledge in Qom Theological Center. He was born on 
13 Rajab 1363 A.H. [5 Jul 44], on the anniversary of the birth of 
his holiness 'Ali ebn-e Abitaleb in Tabriz. After studying the 
preliminaries and intermediary levels, he went to Qom where he 
yearned the higher levels from the great teachers of the theological 
Center, He then attended the lessons of religious jurisprudence of 
Grand Ayatollah Shari'atmadari and from the beginning of the Center 
for Islamic Propagation [Daroltabliq-e Eslami] of Qom, he was 
present where he studied and received a "non-Nobel" prize every year 
from that establishment. After finishing his education, Mr 
Mehdipur was appointed to teach literature, religious jurisprudence, 
principles, and history of religions in that establishment. 


Finally, in 1395 {14 Jan 75-2 Jan 76], he was dispatched to Istanbul 
to supervise the affairs of Shi'ites and is presently authorized by 
the highest Shi'ite source of emulation to supervise the Shi'ites of 
Istanbul. During his four years in Turkey, through his efforts and 
hard work, he has taken great steps in introducing Shi'ism, some of 
which are mentioned below for the scholars. 
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NOJBAT AL—FOQAHA' LARI 


Hojjatoleslam Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hasan, son of the revered 
scholar Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Hoseyn Lari, is one of the great 
contemporary scholars. He was born about 1328 A.H. [13 Jan 10- 

1 Jan 11] in Lar to a household of learning and virtue where he was 
reared and studied the preliminaries and other levels. He often 
went to Shiraz and benefited from the great teachers of that city. 

He then went to Najaf, where he studied with the great Ayatollah 
Esfahani, Ayato'lah Mirza Mohammad Hoseyn Na‘tini, and Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh Mohammad Kazem Shirazi and after receiving permits for theolo- 
gical practice, he returned to his own city of Lar, where he has been 
engaged in religious and social duties. He has authcred several 
works including: 


1. "Tazkerat ol-Fozala'" 
2. "Tazkerat ol-Solehna,'" and other works, 


This author met his eminence about five years ago in Mashhad in 
Navvab School and found him to be a perfectly humble scholar. 


NEYSHAPURI KHORASANI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Ebrahim Dorudi, son of the late Hojjatoleslam 
Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn, son of the great scholar Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ebrahim Dorudi Neyshapuri, is one of the contemporary prayer leaders 
and scholars of Kazemayn. His eminence was born in 1344 A.H. 

[ 22 Jul 25-11 Jul 26! in Dorud, Neyshapur and was reared in a house 
of learning and politics. After studying the preliminaries and other 
levels in Mashhad, he went to Iraq in 1364 A.H. [17 Dec 44-5 Dec 45] 
at the age of 20. In Najaf, he studied with Sheykh Mohammad Taqi 
al-Razi and Haj Sheykh Fazel Qa'ini. He also benefited from the 

late Grand Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohsen Hakim and Ayatollah Mirza 
Bager Zanjani for a short time. After the death of his late uncle, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Mehdi Khorasani, in Kazemayn in 1369 A.H. [24 Oct 49- 
12 Oct 50}, he moved to Kazemayn and began leading prayers in the 
shrine of the two imams, Javad ebn-e Musa ebn-e Ja'far and his holi- 
ness Imam Mohammad Taqi. He also teaches "Makaseb' and"Osul-e 

Mozaffar." 


His late father, Hojjatoleslam Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn, was one of the 
scholars of Kazemayn who was born in Samereh during the time of the 
late Mirza Bozorg and passed away in 1370 A.H. [13 Oct 50-1 Oct 51 ] 
in Dorud, Neyshapur, where he is buried. 


The grandfather of his eminence, the late Ayatollah Seyyed Ebrahim 
Dorudi, was one of the great scholars of Kazemayn. Famous, pious, 
and faithful men (such as Ayatollah Seyyed Mohsen A'raji) were 

among the distinguished students of Grand Ayatollah Mirza Mohammad 
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Hoseyn Shirazi in Samereh. His learning and piety are more than 
this writer can express. His biography adorns the books of the biog- 
rapher of Shi'ite personalities. 


yVOJDANI FAKHR 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Qodratollah Vojdani Fakhr Sarabi is one of 
the distinguished scholars and famous and worthy teachers of Qom 
Theological Center, He was born about 1347 A.H. [20 Jun 28-8 Jun 29 | 
in Sarab. After studying the preliminaries in his birthplace and —~ 
Tabriz and benefiting from the scholars of these two cities, he went 
to Qom in 1365 A.H. [6 Dec 45-24 Nov 46]. He studied the intermediary 
and higher levels with the great teachers of the time who are the 
srand ayatollahs and sources of emulation of the Shi'ites today. 
Towards the end of the life of the late Grand Ayatollah Mohammad 
Hojjat, for whom the school and mosque "Hojjatiyyeh" are named, he 
attended his lessons. After the death of his eminence in 1370 A.H. 
(13 Oct 50-10 Oct 51], he studied the principles and religious 
jurisprudence with the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, the late 

Grand Ayatollah Sheykh 'Abdolnabi Eraqi (who was also the son-in-law 
of his eminence), Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, deputy of the Imam 
Khomeyni, and Ayatollah Najafi Mar'ashi. He also began teaching 
texts of religious jurisprudence, principles, and logic and has 
thusfar often taught"Sharh-e Lam'eh,’ "Rasa'el,"'"'Makaseb," "Motavval," 
and"Sabzevari."” About 200-300 of the students of Qom Theological 
Center benefit from his lessons. 


He is known for his warm, comprehensive discussions and teachings 
and his students understand the subjects well. 


He has authored several works, including the following, which have 
been published: 


1, "Adab-e Mo'asherat"[Codes of Conduct ], published 16 years ago. 
2, "Ejtehad"[The Practice of Theology ], published eight years ago. 
HARANDI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Abolqasem Harandi is one of the respected 
contemporary scholars and prayer leaders of Esfahan. He was born 

in 1333 A.H. | 26 Sep 19-14 Sep 20] in Harand of Esfahan and after his 
early educetion and studies in literature, he went to Qom, where he 
completed the various levels with great teachers such as Grand Aya- 
tollah Najafi Mar'ashi, Grand Ayatollah Golpayegani, and deputy of 
the Imam Ayatollah Khomeyni. During the early days of Grand 
Ayatollah Boru jerdi in Qom, he went to Najaf and benefited from the 
instructions of Grand Ayatollahs Shahrudi and Mirza 'Abdolhadi 
Shirazi as well as those of Grand Ayatollah Kho'i and others. After 
heins a neighbor of the shrine of the Door to the City of Knowledge, 
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his holiness ‘Ali, and enjoying the teaching of the above-mentioned 
ayatollahs, he returned to Iran and resided in Esfahan, where he has 
been engaged in leading prayers, teaching and other religious duties. 
He has also authored works which deal with spiritual services. This 
writer has known him for more than 40 years. I have never seen him 
or heard him do any wrong. I have found him a dignified seyyed and 
a virtuous scholar. I have frequently asked him orally and in wri- 
ting for his life history to be used in"Ganjineh": but out of caution 
and humility, he has refused. But this humble servant could not 
forgive himself were he not to mention him in order to pay his debt 
to him for his friendship and old relationship. Therefore, I wrote 
a few lines about his life, to reap the rewards for it when this life 
ends. 


His revered brother Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Mohammad Harandi is also 
one of the contemporary scholars of Esfahan who studied for many 

years in Qom and in Najaf, and benefited from the late Grand Ayatollah 
Seyyed Manmud Shahrudi end others. He then returned to Esfahan and 
has been engaged in guiding the people from the pulpit. Like his 
revered brother, he is also known among the clergy and the scholarly 
community of Esfahan for his morality, virtue, and piety. 


HASHTRUDI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Hoseyn Musavi, son of the late Seyyed 
Jedayat Hashtrudi, is also one of the contemporery scholars, prayer 
leaders and servants of religion in Darband, Shemiran, of Tehran. 

He is a descendent of the revered Imamzadeh Ebrahim al-Morteza, son 
of his holiness Imam Musa ebn-e Ja'far. He was born in the village 
of Kalucheh, Hashtrud, in 1330 A.H. [22 Dec 11-10 Dec 12]. From the 
ase of five, he began to study the Koran and lessons in Persian. He 
lost his father early in life and his mother at the age of nine, but 
he continued his education under the guardianship of the late Molla 
Saleh, known as Akhund Da'i, who was one of the pious men of his day. 
After his death, at the age of 18, he went to Qom and on the night 

of 15 Sha'ban 1348 A.H. [16 Jan 30], he entered the Theological 
Center. He bagan studying the preliminaries and other levels at 
Darolshafa' School, learned"Sharh-e Lam'eh' from the contemporary 
Grand Ayatollah Najafi Mar'ashi,"Motavval' from Hojjatoleslam Adib 
Tehrani, 'Rasa'el" and"Makaseb" from the late Haj Seyyed Mohammad 
Mowlana Tabrizi, and "Kefayeh" from Ayatollah Mirza Razi Tabrizi and 
the late Ayatolleh Mirza Mohammad Hamadani. In 1354 A.H. [5 Apr 35- 
23 Var 36], he attended tr> lessons of the late Grand Ayatollah Haj 
Sheykh 'Abdol Karim Hayeri. After the death of Hayeri in 1355 A.H. 
[24 Mar 36-13 Var 37], he benefited from the late Grand Ayatollah 
Hojjat and Grand Ayatollah Mirza Mohammad Feyz Qomi. He also bene- 
fited from the lessons of Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi. Since the death 
of his eminence, he has been residing on Darband Street (Baq-e Shaten), 
has founded a large mosque and library, and is now engaged in leading 
prayers and religious propagation and services, 
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He has many permits for the practice of theology and traditional 
narration from Grand Ayatollah Hayeri Yazdi, Ayatollah Hojjat, 
Ayatollah Zanjani, and Grand Ayatollah Najafi Mar'ashi. 


MR JOWHARI 


Mr Haj Mirza Hoseyn Jowhari is one of the contemporary orators, 
speakers, and literary scholars of Tehran. Although he is not a man 
of the sacred cloth of Spiritual leadership, he is one of the 
Scholars and speakers of the capitol who speaks in great mosques and 
other important meetings during the monts of Moharram, Safar, and 
Ramazan and at other important times. He was born in Tehran and 

was reared in a home of learning and literature. After finishins his 
modern education in the Marvi School, he finished his traditional 
education to the end of the levels. 


Mr Jowhari has an eloquent style and much talent and has authored 
published books and manuscripts, 


AYATOLLAH SADR 


The prominent religious jurist and theologian, grand ayatollah of the 
two worlds, and omnicient scholar, Haj Seyyed Mohammad Bager, son of 
Grand Ayatollah al-Haj al-Seyyed Heydar (author of "Al-Shobhat 
o1l-Heydariyyeh va al-Shobhat ol-'Ebadiyyeh"), son of tne great scholar 
Grand Ayatollah al-Haj al-Seyyed Esma'il al-Sadrol'ameli al-Musavi-- 
may God give him a long life for the Shi'ite Moslems--is one of the 
contemporary grand ayatollahs and revered religious jurists in Najaf. 
The Shi'ite world and especially the Shi'ites of Iraq are proud of 
him. After Grand Ayatollah Kho'i--may God grant him a long life and 
Success--he is the light of the eyes of the scholars of Najaf Theolo- 
gical Center. His eminence, whose fame of virtue, knowledge, sagacity, 
and insight as well as of his scholarly works has reached all the 
Shi'ite countries, has become the source of religious emulation for 
many of the Arab Shi'ites. 


Ayatollah Sadr was born in 1350 A.H. [19 May 31-6 May 32] to the house 
ot a virtuous and learned seyyed and was reared in the cradle of 
piety, virtue, chastity, and courage. He married the daughter of his 
revered uncle (the late Grand Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Sadroddin Sadr), 
one of the leaders of Qom Theological Center, (the sister of the 
leader of the Lebanese Shi'ites). 





After studying the preliminaries, literature, and the texts of reli- 
gious jurisprudence, principles, and philosophy and completing the 
scholarly fundamentals with the grand ayatollahs of Najaf, especially 
the great contemporary leader Grand Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Abolqasem 
Kho'i, until he was promoted to the highest degrees of knowledge, he 
established a teaching center in Sheykh Tusi Mosque, where hundreds 
of scholars attend his lessons and benefit from his eloquent lectures 
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In addition to being a highly ranked scholar, Ayatollah Sadr is a 
conscious source of emulation, an alert religious jurist, and an 
informed and crusading scholar. During the Iranian revolution, he 
praisec the revolution of the Iranian people through his statements 
and speeches and encouraged the people to uprise, using the Iranians 
as a model. He invited the people to fight and crusade against the 
tyrants and, therefore, like the deputy of the Imam Grand Ayatollah 
Khiomeyni, he was the target of the anger of the dictatorial regime 

of the Ba'thist government. His house was frequently surrounded and 
the people and the clergy were prevented from entering his home, 

Even a large number of his followers and students were arrested, some 
were executed, and others jailed. in early Khordad 1358 [May-Jun 79] 
(Rajab 1399 A.H.), he was arrested and brought to Baghdad. The people 
of Najaf, Karbala, and Kazemayn demanded his release through strikes 
and marches. Also, a flood of telegrams from Iran were sent to grand 
ayatollahs, great sources of emulation, scholars, and others expres- 
sing their deep sorrow and concern about the arrest of his honor and 
demanding his release and the release of other Iraqi prisoners. 


Hence, the Ba'thist government of Iraq was forced to free him, But, 
his house is apparently still being watched by the officials of the 
Iraqi Ba'thists anc no one dares to enter it. 


Ayatollah Sadr has consistently been a supporter of the movement and 
the revolution of Iran, despised the vile regime of the deposed shah, 
and, in Iraq, has declared his support for Iran and its dear leader 
Grand Ayatollah and deputy of the Imam Khomeyni. 


Like the other sources of emulation, the grand ayatollahs of Iran, 
the great leader of the revolution Imam Khomeyni, Grand Ayatollah 
Najafi Mar'ashi (who is related to him), Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, 
and Ayatollah Golpayegani, Ayatollah Sadr is sorrowful and unhappy 
because of the disappearance of Imam Musa Sadr (his revered brother- 
in-law). In Najaf, he visited this humble servant one evening and 
we spoke of Imam Musa Sadr, Like others, he also believes that he 
is’alive and in prison in Libya. 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Ahmad Ansari Qomi, who is one of the scholars 
of Najaf, reports the following, which has been verified by his 
eminence. 


He said: My brother-in-law, the son of Ayatollah Najafi Hamadani 

(author of "Tafisr-e Anvar-e Darakhshan"), disappeared and we had no 

news of him, We did not know whether he was dead or alive. We were 

told that a woman in Kufeh could give reports of those who have 

disappeared. I went to that woman and, as is customary, I gave her ° 
one dirham and told her to find our missing person. She asked his 

name and the name of his mother. I told her, After calculating, 

she said: He is in prison and safe and will be freed soon. And this 
happened. As she had said, on 3 Aban 57 [25 Oct 78], when the 
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prisoners of Qasr and Evin were freed, he was also freed. I thought 
of Imam Musa Sadr and returned to the woman. I told her that I had 
another missing person. She asked for a quarter of a dinar. I gave 
it to her. As before, she asked his name and his mother's name, I 
told her. She calculated and said: This person is imprisoned some~ 
where like Yusef Saddiq and is safe. She added: There is no way 

for him to contact the outside and no one from outside can contact 
him. But, she said, he will be freed in the course of a world-wide 
movement--God willing. (And he will be like Yusef, the prisoner, the 
beloved of the world--God willing.) 


TAJVIDI 


The high ranking scholar Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Ziya'oddin, son of Haj 
Seyyed 'Alinagi, son of Haj Seyyed Esma'il, son of Mir Mohammad 'Ali 
Tajvidi, is one of the contemporary scholars and great teachers of 
Esfahan. He was born in 1320 A.H. [10 Apr 02-29 Mar 03], to a house 
of learning and piety in Esfahan. After studying literatuer, the 
preliminaries, and the texts of religious jurisprudence and principles 
with the late Ayatollah Dorcheh'i, the late Ayatollah Haj Seyyed ‘Ali 
Modarres Najafabadi, and the late Ayatollah Haj Seyyed Mohammad Reza 
-Khorasani, he studied astronomy with the late Ayatollah Haj Mirza 
Yoda Karbasi, the grandson of the great learned man, Grand Ayatollah 
Haj Sheykh Mohammad Ebrahim Karbasi, the contemporary and school 
companion of Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Bager Shafagi. He also 
engaged in teaching texts of religious jurisprudence, 


His eminence leads noon prayers at the mosque of the late Ayatollah 
Haj Rahim Arbab and evening prayers in Sheykholeslam Mosque and is 
engaged in other religious services. He teaches "Salat"by Haj Reza 
Hamadani and"Sharh-e Riyaz"in Sadr School. He is a discussion 
companion of the great scholars and teachers of Esfahan. Among the 
scholars of Esfahan and the faithful people of that city, he is 

known for his virtue, generosity, and piety. He has a son, Hojjatol- 
eslam Haj Fazlolah Tajvidi, who resides in Tehran. He was born in 
1345 A.H. [12 Jul 26-30 Jun 27] in Esfahan and was reared in a house 
of virtue and piety. After studying the preliminaries and the inter- 
mediate levels with the late Ayatollah Haj Rahim Arbab and the late 
Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Mohammad Husan Najafabadi and studying philoso- 
phy with the late Haj Sheykh Mahmud Mofind, ‘.e went to Tehran and 
attended the lessons of Grand Ayatollah Ahmad Khonsari and studied 
"Shavareq" with Ayatollah Haj Sheykh Zeynol'abedin Sarkheh'i. 
Presently, he leads prayers and is engaged in religious propagation 
and other religious services in Jame'-ye Mohammadi Mosque on Dowlat 
Street in Shemiran, Tehran. 
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TAHRIRI 


Hojjatoleslam Haj Sheykh Mahmud Tahriri Tehrani is one of the bright 
faces among the scholars who is known for his piety and is one of the 
contemporary prayer leaders of Tehran. -.e was born about 1342 A.H. 
14 Aug 23-1 Aug 24] in Tehran. After studying Persian lessons and 
the preliminaries in Tehran, he went to Qom and learned the texts of 
religious jurisprudence and principles from the teachers of the 
Theological Center. He then attended the lessons of the late Grand 
Ayatollah Borujerdi, Grand Ayatollah and deputy of the Imam Khomeyni, 
and other ayatollahs and benefited from their wealth of knowledge, 
After the death of the late Borujerdi, he returned to his birthplace. 
At the invitation of a number of the faithful in west Tehran, he 
began leading prayers in the mosque of Estakhr Street, where he is 
now encased in propagating the precepts of the true faith of Twelver 
Shi'ites. 


This author says: His honor Mr Tahriri is a pious scholar and a 
person of high morals who is known among his peers for his piety and 
purity. He is one of the sincere believers in the house of the 
Prophet and a lover of his family. His sermons are useful and rich 
and he would not violate the boundaries of the Koran and religious 
tradition (the two great bases entrusted by the Prophet). 


There is nothing on the scrolls of his heart but the "alef" of the 
beloved's height 

What else could he do? His teacher had not taught him any other 
letter. 


In narrating the tragedies of the Prophet's family, he weeps and 
makes others weep. His face is spiritual and his words heavenly. 


In fighting the tyrant and his agents, he did his best, despite his 
illness, and his mosque was and is one of the strongholds for the 
struggle. During the month of Safar 1399 A.H. [Jan 79], Bahman 1357, 
when this writer had 2 propagational program there for 10 evenings, 

I witnessed the struggle of those he had trained. 


He has good and worthy children named Sheykh Bager and Sheykh Kazem, 
who are studying in Qom at the present time, 


MORVARID 


Hojjatoleslam, rare scholar and propagator of religion, Haj Sheykh 
'Ali Asghar, son of the late Seqatoleslam Sheykh 'Ali Asghar Morvarid, 
is one of the bright stars of virtue and knowledge from Qom Theolopi- 
cal Center in northwest Tehran and Taj Street. He was born about 
1344 A. H. [22 Jul 25-11 Jul 26] in Mashhad. After studying the 
reliminaries and some of the levels, he went to Qom in the early 
days of the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, where he studied the 
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other levels with the excellent teachers of Qom. He then attended 
the lessons of religious jurisprudence and principles of Grand 
Ayatollahs Borujerdi and the late Mohaqqeq Damad. Notably, he atten- 
ded the lessons of Deputy of the Imam, Grand Ayatollah Khomeyni for 
several years. Since the beginning of the movement and the uprising 
of the great leaaer of the revolution, Imam Khomeyni, after the death 
of the late Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, he entered the battlefield 
against corruption, imperialism, and the hated tyrannical regime of 
Pahlavi. He spent several years in exile or in the prisons of the 
dictatorial agents of the monarchy (SAVAK), but he never gave in to 
them and did not give up his sacred duty of holy war against the 
hypocrites and the anti-people anti-monotheists. He was freed two 
years ago and continued his struggle until--with the help of God, 

the senerosity of the Twelfth Imam, and the initiative of the great 
man of the people, Imam Khomeyni, and the round-the-clock fighting 

of those combatants who had no support but God--the hated government 
of Bakhtiyar fell on 23 Bahman [12 Feb] and the Islamic Republic was 
declared. 


His honor Haj Morvarid is a warm and eloquent speaker who is 
experienced in giving speeches and oratory. He knows most of the 
Koran by heart. Presently, he leads prayers in the mosque of Taj 
Street, near (Martyr) Navab Safavi Street, and is engaged in religious 
services. He heads the Committee of northwest Tehran, which is one 

of the 14 Committees of Tehran, and is active in doing his duties day 
and night. 


His respected brother, Hojjatoleslam and great learned man Haj Sheykh 
vohnammad Taqgi Norvarid, is one of the scholars of Qom and Mashhad 
Theological Centers. In accordance with the instructions of the late 
Grend Ayatollah Borujerdi, he resides in the city of Ilam and for 
many years has been leading prayers and rendering spiritual and 
relisious services and has served that area significantly. 


MO'ALLEM HABIBABADI 


The creat scholar Mirza Mohammad 'Ali Mo'tallem, son of the late 
Zeynol'abedin, son of Hoseyn, son of ‘Ali Akbar, son of Mohammad, 
son of Hoseyn Habibabadi, who was born in 1308 A.H. [17 Aug 1890- 
6 Aug 1891] and died in 1396 A.H. [3 Jan 76-22 Dec 76], was one of 
the scholars, unknown writers, and great literary men of Esfahan 
Province, 


The biograpvhy end valuable works of his late honor, as is mentioned 
in a memorium on the 40th day of his death, is as follows, as he him- 
self has written. He was born in the month of Moharram 1308 A.H. 
_Aug-Sep 1890] in Habibabad, which is three parasangs from Esfahan, 
to ao farming family. From the age of seven, he bagan to study in a 
schoolhouse and until 1322 A.H. [18 Mar 04-7 Mar 05], he learned 

some of the subjects. For a while, he did not study; but, once 
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arain, in 1328 A.H. [13 Jan 10-1 Jan 11], he returned to his studies 
and learned most subjects from different people. He read most of the 
books on his ovm and asked about his problems from the experts on the 
subjects. 


The lat Mo'tallem, who used the pen names of Mosta'sam and Azar, is 
one of the persons of knowledge, literature, and history in Esfahan. 
althoush this writer was not fortunate enough to meet him, I have 
heard from prominent people that he was among the important scholars 
and literary men of Esfahan. And the people of not only Habibabad 
but also of Esfahan are proud of him, He has many valuable works 
which speak of his honor's knowledge. The list which was provided 
by his honor for one of the biographers of Tehran is provided below 
for the lovers of literature. 


Revolution and Counterrevolution 


It was unbelieveable, it astonished and shocked the whole world. It 
was more like a miracle. It did not conform to the usual occurrances 
and the natural events of the world. The superpowers were taken by 
Surprise. The East and the West were shocked. It was different fron 
all the otner revolutions in the world. It was astonishing for the 
people of the world, because this revolution changed the foundations 
of sociology and psychology and shook the standards of science, 


Iran had become all cries. Days were indistinguishable from nights. 
Tanks, cannons, and machine gunS were no longer important. From the 
throats of children, the sound of roaring lions could be heard. The 
youth were destroying all the signs of despotism and dictatorship. 

The mosque was the battlefield of holy war. The bazaar was the center 
of combat, the school a stronghold for freedom fighters, and the 
streets and alleys a place for the display of self-sacrifice by true 
Moslems. The collective movement of the women, like the roaring 

weves of the ocean, was unafraid of any obstacle. 


The lranian women had rediscovered the path of Zeynab and had recos- 
nized the Yazid-like tyrant. She had followed in the footsteps of 
that man-creating lady. All the Satanical boundaries created by the 
desnotic covernments were destroyed by the brave nation. 


The theological student, the university and high school student, the 
bazaar merchant, the worker, the professor, the farmer, the employer, 
the villager, and the urbanite, all together, everywhere, simulta- 
neously followed one goal. They shouted mottoes; they said: "God 

is creat"; they marched towards God, destroyed the idols with stones, 
foupht the tyrant and continued the path of Mohammad and 'Ali--peace 
be unon them, They would say: We are Moslems and we have just found 
true Islam, 
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Yes 


The Islamic revolution of Iran (under the shadow of the clergy) was 
unprecedented in the world. History has never recorded such an 
event. 


It was the highest materialization of faith and love, the manifesta- 
tion of the victory of truth over Ahriman. 


All the downtrodden in the world have their eyes on Iran and see 
their hopes in Iran. 


We must guard this great revolution, this liberating battle, this 
godly movement, this movement of faith, this uproar of love, this cry 
of truth, and, finally, this fruit of the dearest, purest, and most 
revered blood of the martyrs; and we must continue it. We must not 
Suppose that ‘She work is finished; our revolution has become victo- 
rious; the enemy has been destroyed; and the tyrant has become home- 
less. From now on, the responsibility is greater and the duty more 
difficult because here, two points must be noted. The first one 
concerns the revolutionaries and the second the counterrevolutionaries, 


1. After the victory, it is possible for the revolutionary indivi- 
duals to become idle because they have been victorious, saying to 
themselves: We have nothing left to do. This pride could inflict 
harm on the revolution. 


2. The changes in the enemy's tactics: The defeated enemy, like a 
wounded snake, will not give up revenge. He will try to change his 
tactics, change his face, and return with newer masks and newer 
methods. He will not sit idle. He might be disguised in 
revolutionary form, as the supporter of freedom, the defender of the 
rishts of the suffering people and the downtrodden. Or, he might try 
to cause disunity by pretending to defend the revolution, inviting to 
unite, and defending Islam and, hence, try to achieve his goal. 
Basically, the people of several faces and the so-called Islam of the 
"hypocrites" changes into different forms each day and each hour and 
displays its enmity in various ways. But, it does not matter in what 
Shape he carries out his vile intentions. 


These depraved people only believe in one thing: being hypocrites. 
Every morning they put on anew face. One day they draw their 

swords against God, and the next day, with little or no justification 
at all, they fight for Him, 


The Danger of the Hypocrites 
One of the dangers of counterrevolution that we must be on the alert 


for is that of hypocrites whove very existence is a great calamity 
for the nation. In the past «nd at the present time, they have 
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betrayed and are betraying the people's revolutions. Or they put on 
deceptive masks, put on the guise of liberalism and defense of the 
deprived, and with their so-called constructive criticism, they fight 
the people's revolution, After our Islamic revolution, we have 
learned the cries of these nannies who pretend to be more caring than 
mothers. Every day the voices of these hypocrites are heard from some 
corner, these hypocrites who shed crocodile tears for the downtrodden 
people. God is witness that the hypocrites are liars and it is neces- 
sary for the brave Moslem nation of Iran to recognize them and with 
open eyes and clear minds, neutralize their plots and expose them 
more than ever before. "Oh Prophet, fight the heathens and hypocrites 
with all in your power," 


The Faces of Counterrevolution 


There is no doubt that the hypocrites and their counterrevolutionary 
friends follow different channels to shake the revolution and 
disperse the revolutionaries. These different channels of action are 
usually indirect enmity. For instance: 


1, Creating Disturbances 


They try their best to see that no law or discipline governs the 
people. Or they try to change the heckling voices of some indivi- 
duals to chaos in order to create doubt in the minds of the nation 
concerning the administration and competence of the revolutionaries 
and to accuse the leaders of the revolution of incompetence, 


2. Making Up News and Rumors 


They try to spread false, terrorizing news in order to confuse the 
minds of the public and stop them from attending to their revolu- 
tionary duties. We must pay no attention to these rumors and in this 
way, too, neutralize the efforts of the counterrevolutionaries. 


3. Creating Inflated High Prices 


Through hording and raising the prices of the primary needs and 
creating inflated high prices, they try to influence the uninformed 
common people and provide the background for counterrevolution. 
Here, too, the revolutionary and informed people of the country must 
use every logical channel to destroy these plans, even if they have 
to bear hardship for a short period of time. They must refuse to 
buy expensive items, expose the horders and price hikers, and not be 
deceived by their Satanic appearance, 


4. Creating Disunity 


The sharpest and most effective weapon of the counterrevolutionaries 
is to create disunity among the people. They attempt from every 
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corner of the country to create the proper grounds for this sinister 
goal. 


The dear reader is aware of how they have tried in these days to 
poison the atmosphere through their masks of defending freedom and 
the rights of the people. 


In Tehran, they send the simple-minded women to the fore to say that 
they oppose the Islamic cover and to speak of the freedom of dress. 
They spoke of unity and the Islamic revolution but they raised the 
issues of Shi'ite versus Sunni and Kurd versus Persian. 


I do not forget that a woman, consciously or unconsciously, was tel- 
ling a radio reporter: We do not want covers, we will defend free- 

dom, Our revolution has just become victorious, Raising the issues 
of the Islamic cover or Shi'ite versus Sunni or Kurd versus Persian 

is not the right thing to do. 


The people were surprised that the issues of Shi'ite versus Sunni and 
Kurd versus Persian were raised, And one could not explain what con- 
nection there was between these issues and the issue of Islamic cover. 
But, fortunately, the nation soon recognized the trap. 


These issues were raised more violently in Sanandaj, Gonabad, Mahabad, 
and other places. Tne counterrevolutionaries and hypocrites tried 

to escalate these differences and use the ignorant and innocent 
people for their vile objectives. They began by sympathizing and 
cooperating, but they turned out to be traitors. They shouted in 
defense of unity, but they spread the seeds of disunity. How they 
shed tears for the Turkoman brothers, but they had nothing in mind 
other than creating disunity, which ended in the spilling of the 
blood of some of the dear ones of the society. 


In the course of the referendum, they had told the farmers that if 
they vote "yes," their land will be taken away from them, but if they 
vote "no," the land would be theirs. In this instance, too, they 
were exposed, 


Here, too, every one of the brave people of Iran must recogize 

these tricks and eliminate them. Despite the efforts of the counter- 
revolutionaries, they should insist on unity and not forget the motto: 
"Al1 faithful Moslems are brothers." Through unity and brotherhood 
and with the help of God, they must continue their sacred revolution. 


5. The Remnants of the Regime 


The remnants and supporters of the deposed regime, within and out- 
Side the country, like secretive microbes are spreading poison and 
will not rest. These mercenaries infiltrate even the uninformed 
and simple-minded families and by blowing out of proportion the 
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minor national problems, they pretend to be patriots and try to mis- 
guide those families. Here, too, we must identify these elements 
with open eyes and use the force necessary to punish them for their 
vile actions. 


6. Attacking Some of the Personages 


In order to create disunity and weaken the government and national 
forces, by pretending to love the country, they attack some of the 
Society's or military personages. By saying that these individuals 
have worked for the former tyrannical regime and, therefore, must be 
destroyed, they insult all of our brothers. In these attacks, their 
purpose is treacherous. There is no doubt that certain individuals 
have betrayed the country in the past who must be identified and 
punished. But not every Moslem and fighting military person can be 
Supposed to be the same as the above. This writer, in the course of 
the revolution and with the responsibilities conferred on him, has 
witnessed closely the self-sacrifice of some of the military brothers 
which made me think of the self-sacrificing supporters of the bravest 
of martyrs, Hoseyn ebn-e 'Ali (peace be upon him), and reminded me of 
the battlefield on 'AShura. Despite all the difficulties confronting 
us and the dangers threatening us, I was crying for joy when I saw 
their bravery and faith. I felt proud when I saw that there are still 
many faithful people. I am certain that one of the reasons for the 
victory of our great Islamic revolution was the fact that our military 
brothers were faithful Moslems who made many sacrifices and came out 
victorious in this godly test. Hence, insulting these personages is 
one of the tactics of the counterrevolutionaries and we must prevent 
Such attacks conscientiously. 


7, Strikes and Demonstrations 


No doubt some of our brothers and sisters make rightful claims and 
Statements and their grievances must be responded to correctly and 
reasonably. But the fact must not be ignored that the counterrevo- 
lutionaries infiltrate these people and take advantage of their inno- 
cent prievances, finding excuses and inciting them to riot and 
demonstrate, while the people who have the rightful grievances are 
unaware of such treachery. 


In the past, too, such malicious individuals have taken advantage of 
well-intentioned groups and have benefited from them in the interest 
of the tyrannical regime. They often appear as bludgeon-carriers 
and others. Here, too, warning and alerting the public is one of 
our primary duties, so that they do not beome the tools of trea- 
cherous mercenaries. 
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8. Not Being Content and Not Allowing a Chance 


The counterrevolutionaries cannot identify themselves, but they note 
Only the shortcomings and wherever they find simple-minded people, 
they begin to criticise the revolutionaries and point out the weak- 
nesses of the Islamic government. They use these opportunities and 
Spread poison. Here, tco, by warning the people and bringing to their 
attention the realities, the treason of the counterrevolutionaries can 
be exnosed. No reasonable and moderate person can deny that ina 
war-stricken country which has just been liberated, there is need for 
time for the problems to be solved gradually. If we say that some- 
thing must be done immediately and that everything must be set right 
in two days, it would mean that we either do not understand the prob- 
lem or that we have bad intentions or other motivations, 


Along with the above-mentioned problems, there are also issues that 
will result in the same end as those intended by the counterrevolu- 
tionaries if the revolutionaries do not pay attention to them and 
if they ignore the realities, in which case we will be cooperating 
with the counterrevolutionaries unintentionally. 


1, Islamic Awareness and Insight 


It is clear to everyone that the previous hated regime inflicted the 
greatest cultural harm in all of our social areas, It even changed 
the meaning of terminologies and words. I: misdirected "freedom of 
art," "intellectuals," etc. and it tried to keep the nation uninformed 
and unaware, especially of Islamic culture. It went so far that many 
of the so-called educated "intellectuals" had not even read one 
Islamic book and were unconsciously at the disposal of colonialism. 
And they still consider themselves literate experts. Their education 
has merely become a source of pr.de for them and not a source of 
awareness. Srangely enough, they are more ignorant than the 
illiterate people and they do not even know it. They have remained in 
complete ignorance, This requires detailed analysis, which I will 

not attempt to indulge in here. Under such circumstances, it is the 
duty of all the conscious people to make up for the damages inflicted 
in the course of many years and to make our brothers and sisters in 
the society aware. They should provide them with correct, humane 
insight by introducing them to Islamic culture. It is necessary for 
all the Moslems to learn to use the Koran and the original texts of 
tradition and, by acquiring Islamic insight, to avoid falling into 

the traps of counterrevolution., 


2. Constructive Criticism 


It was noted that fault-finding by the counterrevolutionaries is 
based on evil intentions. But we must not hesitate to take advantage 
of the correct constructive criticism of sympathetic and informed 
individuals. Here, it is necessary for the revolutionaries to speak 
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what comes to their minds in a friendly and well-intentioned manner 
and to share in the resvonsibilities and affairs. "Everyone is a 
shepherd and everyone is responsible for the people." On the other 
hand, the authorities of the country must take advantage of the cri- 
ticism of well-intentioned, thoughtful, and effective people and 
avoid--God forbid--following in the footsteps of the former regime. 
If we do not correctly criticise in this regard or ignore criticism, 
we are helping the counterrevolution. 


3. Making Use of Individuals 


In the past, only those individuals were employed and promoted who 
were experts in flattery, wheeling and dealing for the traitors, and 
beings partners of the thieves and companions of the caravan. We 

must learn from this experience and prevent the progress of the 
"slib-tongued" flatterers and those who make their small deeds seem 
large and the deeds of others seem small. They must make sure that 
the people of great character, the alert and well-meaning individuals, 
those who do not speak of their deeds but do their duty for God and 
work as much as several people, are not left behind. Otherwise, the 
recime will be a tyrannical one and irreparable damages will be 
inflicted. And this is the hope of the counterrevolution. Therefore, 
the faithful, thoughtful, sympathetic, and alert individuals must be 
encouraged and must be taken advantage of for the sake of the country 
and the nation. 


4, Coordination 


Coordination must be created on the national level in the revolutio- 
nary activities so that no one will act only in accordance with his 
own personal wishes and tastes, because then differences in methods 
will become serious differences and the united revolution of the 
Moslem people will be harmed. 


5. Those Who Have Remained Asleep 


As was mentioned above, there is no doubt that the military personnel, 
with their self-sacrifices, have aided greatly the Islamic revolution 
and the establishment of the ISlamic Republic. They are among the 
most beloved children of our society. But, most unfortunately, there 
are some who have not yet awoken and whose thoughts are tyrannical-- 
for instance, the official who has lived on bribes for an entire 
lifetime does not like the situation at the present time and is not 
motivated to work and assume responsibilities. Such individuals 
often cause a slowdown of services in the military and create indif- 
ference and discontent among the people. These individuals must be 
identified and dismissed; otherwise, they will harm others and, in 
practice, aid the counterrevolution. 
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6. Revenge 


Obviously, the Committees have rendered a gpreat service to the nation 
and have devotedly worked for the Islamic revolution, But, occasion- 
ally, certain actions of some of the individuals involved are unfor- 
tunate from the standpoint of Islam and the revolution. Occasionally, 
revenge and personal issues have resulted in insulting respected per- 
sons in the cities. Undoubtedly, such actions, besides being 
prohibited by Islam, will inflict irreparable damages on the revolu- 
tion from a social standpoint and, thereby, the wish of the counter- 
revolutionaries will be granted. Here, the great spirit of Islam 

and "love and hatred for God" should be taken into consideration and 
not revenge and personal enmities. 


7. Pardon and Forgiveness 


Everyone knows that a number of people were left uninformed of all 
the truths and realities of life due to the expanded propaganda of 
the dominating organizations and they have committed certain 
incorrect actions (the so-called venial sins), who deserve to repent 
and reform today. 


Here, we must not expose these people any more for their past weak- 
nesses and dismiss them. We must, rather, remember the reasoning of 
the holy Prophet who said at the conquest of Mecca, "You are free and 
we will not harm you," and who also said, "Today is a day for mercy, 
Kindness, and forgiveness," and in following the lead of his holiness, 
we must forgive and treat them with kindness, 


8. Retaining Respect for Individuals 


Some individuals who have not realized the true meaning of the 
revolution imagine that after the revolution all limits and restric- 
tions have been eliminated, This is the meaning of counterrevolution 
and not of revolution. In the Islamic revolution, we must preserve 
respect for the competent and valuable individuals and the true 
servants and scholars. Also, the religious and political minorities 
must live with comfort and respect so that the counterrevolutionaries 
are not given an excuse to bring about disunity. 


Therefore, we must do our duty by taking into consideration all the 
issues and in fighting against the hypocrites and counterrevolutio- 
naries, we must fight any sort of tyrant and tyranny. And God has 
oromised that they will be exposed and punished severely: "Tell 

them that a great, painful punishment is in store for the hypocrites." 
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Who Is the Leader of the Revolution? 


From the beginning of the creation of the world and humankind, in 
every age, the leaders of the people's revolutions have heen the 
Spiritual men of the line of the prophets, then of the successors, 
then the sources of emulation and scholars. The history of the past 
and the lives of the prophets are the best evidence for this claim, 
Now, let us turn the pages of history, go back, look at the tyranni- 
cal reien of Nimrod, the king of Babylon. We can see how he ruled 
the people of Chaldea and Assyria despotically and forced those weak 
and ignorant people into slavery and the worship of false gods. And 
there was no one to awaken the people and make them aware until God 
commissicned a conscientious and bright youth to warn the people, to 
stop them from worshipping false, manufactured gods and tell them 
about the evil end of their actions. 


The Characteristics and Qualifications of the Islamic President 


As the prophet and messenger of God must have certain characteristics 
and qualifications for the people who lack those characteristics to 
follow him and obey him, the deputy and successor of that prophet 
must also have certain characteristics and qualifications. Also, the 
religious jurist and deputy of the Imam must represent the Imam in 
all aspects in order to be able to assume the position of leadership, 
the presidency of the Islamic Republic, during his occultation--and, 
also, to prevent those who are not qualified from wishing to take 
this position. 


The charecteristics and qualifications are as follows: 

1. He must be of pure and legitimate birth and noble by nature. 

2. He must be from a known noble family. 

3. He must be a Moslem by birth and have been reared by nobiy-born 
Moslem parents. ( Anyone who has spent a part of his life as a 
heathen cannot occupy this position because God's promise does not 
extend to oppressors. ) 

4. He must be the highest and most pious of all Islamic scholars 
and religious jurists. That is, he must be the most knowledgeable 
and the most pious of all mankind, because he will represent the 
Imam and will be the representative of the Prophet and the infallible 
proof of God. 


5, He must be more knowledgeable and alert about the conditions of 
the time than all other religious jurists. 


6. He must be brave and courageous, 
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7. He must be a crusader for God, 


g. He must be a truly devout man and a forsaker of this world. He 
must have no love of the world and its mortal vanities. 


°, He must treat the hypvocrites and sinners harshly and treat the 


faithful and the supporters of religious guardianship with kindness 
and compassion. 


10. He must have strong ties with the Imam in occultation, his holi- 
ness Hojjat ebn-e al-Hasan al-Mehdi--may God hasten his return, get 
his inspiration from his holiness in his affairs, to be approved by 
him. In the opinion of this writer and the opinions of the best 
supporters of religious guardianship and those who await the return 
of Mehdi, the latter requirement is the most important of all, 
because the leadership of the Moslems and the presidency of Islam is 
a grave responsibility and if the person in this position is not to 
be approved by the guardian of God, ... 


My dear brothers and honorable readers who have made a revolution 
through your persistent struggle, who have destroyed the foundations 
of tyranny, broken the idols and statues in the city squares, 
bravely, like 'Ali, and tied ropes around their necks and legs and 
dracsed them into the streets like the carrion of dogs, do not 
neglect the true friend of the downtrodden and your true master, his 
holiness Mehdi. If it were not for the grace of his holiness, the 
unseen help of his eminence, the powerful hand of his holiness, which 
protected the weak and unprotected nation of Iran, which is the cradle 
of Shi'ism, and the followers and those who await his return, you 
would never have succeeded and would not have become victorious, 


It was the prayers and the weeping of people like the late Haj Sheykh 
Ahmad Kafi in the Mehdiyyeh centers, Hoseyniyyeh centers, and mosques 
and the cries of "Ya ben al-Hasan, ya ben al-Hasan" which made the 
small, weak Shi'ite people victorious over the most powerful gsovern- 
ment in the world, 


And know that this is only the beginning. The enemies, the hypo- 
crites, and the counterrevolutionaries, like wounded snakes and 
leopards, are awaiting the opportunity and our negligence. Firstly, 
we must be alert and ready, and secondly, we must not stop resorting 
to and consulting his holiness, the 12th Imam, We must obey him and 
ask from the bottom of our hearts: Oh Knight of Hejaz, help me. Oh 
Aba Saleh, help me. Oh Abolqasem al-Mehdi, help me. Oh Lord of the 
Time, help me, help me, help me, And do not abandon this wretched, 
poor one. Perhaps the sincere moaning, weeping, and begging of one 
broken-hearted person will have the effect and will bring us to the 
final victory. 


O: 8140/1444 END 
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